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P boving Performance does 
19 4 not preſume to Inſcribe | 

185 it to Your H:GHNEss 

: 5 under the Suppoſition of 

| Your wanting any Aſſiſtance towards 
the due forming of your Mind and 


| Manners, or inſpiring You with the 5 


Love of true Pol. ITENESS, foreign 
to that of Your own Preceptors, and 
A 8 the 


1 


"DEDICATION. bs of 


LY 
” 


1 Iluuſtrious Example of that moſt , 
excellent and accompluihed Pain CESS 
who gave you Birth. No, Madam, it 
. only to implore your Patronage of 
it, in order to give it E Weight with : 
| ſuch others of Your Sex to whom it 


may, I hope, be of ſome Service in 
. thoſe oe heel 


= „ > Fw Madazn, 
Torr Hiennzsss 


mf bedient and. 


moſt bumble Servant, 
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THE 


| wo 0¹ LITENESS, 1 is an Accom- 
e pliſhment of ſo ſingular a nature, that 
the leſs People have it the more they 
generally think they have it. Every one 
_ judges of it agrecable to his own Fancy, 


| Taſte, a and Diſpoſition : Some from Caprice, and 
! the wild Conceits of a vitiated Imagination; others 
from Reaſon, and the Dictates of a happy Genius 


refined by a good Education. The Ladies are al- 


ways ready to determine upon the Point; and who : 
dare appeal from their Tribunal? _ 


What has hitherto appeared in publick upon this | 


Subject are either Precepts too general, which afford 
not ſufficient Inſtruction, or Trifles too minute, and 
too well known to have any Regard paid them. It 
muſt be allow'd that there are many fix d and unal- 
terable Rules for our Conduct in Life, but then there 
are many likewiſe which are arbitrary, and which vary 
6 with Place, Time, Circumſtance and Perſon. 
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The Lavy's PRECEPTOR. 


Two celebrated Talian Authors have profeſſedly . 
treated of PoLiTENESS, La Caſa in his Galatea, 
and Caſtiglione in his Courtier; but Theirs are rather 
- Diſcourſes upon the impertinent Ceremonies cuſtom- 
ary in ah, and Collections of general Precepts with 
regard to mere Civility and Complaiſance, than Trea- 
ties properly conducting to this Accompliſhment Pp” 
and give me leave to ſay, Madam, that, in our 
Country, to be too much poliſhed | in thoſe Reſpects 
is to be greatly unpolite. 5 
I «u will in this Epiſtolary Adarely, Madam, find 
a a Variety of Maxims, with regard to all the Devoirs 

of one of your Sex and Situation in Life; Maxims 
of Practice drawn from many inconteſtible Truths, 

: which are the very Baſis of the Philoſophy of the : 
5 Manners. - 
— 1 not endeavour to recommend myſelf 
Rs to your Approbation by either a laboured Stile, 
or a Novelty of Sentiment, which would be uſeleſs, 
and indeed ridiculous, where the Buſineſs is to in- 
ſtruct; A witty Moraliſt is ſeldom a Man of good 

Senſe: Neither do I preſume to lay theſe Papers be- 
fore you as containing Maxims which you yourſelf 
have the leaſt occaſion for, or in order to alter any 


thing in your Conduct: No, Fair Lady, I only 
preſent you with a Portrait, whereof you'll readily 


diſcover every Feature to be your own. I can ſcarce 
determine, therefore, to which of us Two theſe 
| Rules and Precepts will be moſt indebted for the 
6a Reception they may meet with; You for hav- 


ng practiſed them, or I for having made an Aſſem- 


: lan: of them for the Benefit of others leſs enlightned 
and leſs happy than yourſelf, + 
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The Lady's PRECEPTOR. 


t is not enough, Madam, that your Virtue, joined 
with the Innocence of a tender Age, ſecures you 


againſt every thing that could in the leaſt ſeduce you 

from Duty; you muſt likewiſe guard againſt the Ma- 
lice of an Age which is skilled in ſtaining what is pure 
and amiable in the moſt refined and irreproachable 
Conduct, and miſconſtruing your very Virtues into 
Vice. You know very well how to do the Good, 
but it is not leſs neceſſary to know how to defend 
yourſelf againſt the Evil; for no one can be ny 
| happy without being acquainted with both. 


Although moſt of the following 3 may 


8 ſerve i in common for Perſons of all Degrees in Life, 
yet I confine myſelf principally to the more univer- 
ſal and common Duties and Devoirs of Life; and if 
this Path of Mediocrity ſeems ſometimes too narrow | 
for me, and I bound beyond it, it is in order. Ma- 
dam, to follow you, and to endeavour attaining to 


that Degree of Perſection at which you bars 1 
: arrived. 


What is ha al Cauſe cha we frequently find ſo 
little true Education in young Ladies of Great Fami- 


lies I dare not poſitively affirm, but ſhould be apt to 


conjecture that the Misfortune ſprings either from 


their Mamma's being too much enamoured with the 
World, and deſirous to appear young as long as poſ- 


ſible, and therefore giving themſelves no farther 


Concern about their Daughters Education than bares 
; ly keeping them at a diſtance, as diſagreeable Wit- 
neſſes of their own Age; or elſe from "theix not car- 
ing to lie under that Reſtraint in their own Con- 


z duct, which 18 neceſſary towards — a oper 


Example to their Children. 5 
= Your 


The LADY's PRECEP TOR. 
| Your Stars, Madam, are more propitious ; many, 
who obſerve you, are in the higheſt Admiration at the 
refined Manners and polite Addreſs which you are 
Miſtreſs of, ſo much above one of your Years, and 
for which you are indebted to the beſt of Mothers, 
who has taken ſincere Pains both to cultivate your 
natural Talents, and to ſupply you with good Prin- 
ciples. For this Parental Goodneſs and Care you have 
_ generouſly paid a graceful and exemplary Return, by 


making ſuchuſetul Remarks and ſeaſonable Reflexions 
upon the Maxims and Inſtructions laid before you. 
as thereby to acquire a juſt Diſcernment in Things, 


and preſerve a regular as well as elegant Conduct. 
Though Vine and Merit are not always in the 


55 Retinue of the Great, yet a Delicacy of Behaviour | 


and Purity of Manners generally dwell more with 
them, than with thoſe of a lower Claſs in Life, and 
therefore from ſuch we ought to take our Models for *' 
Imitation; but then remember, that theſe are a kind E 
of Diamonds which muſt be often ſearched for 1 
| amongſt Glaſs; you know what I mean by this Ex- 
_ preſſion, becauſe you know that the Pomps and / 
Gaieties of Life often prove Obſtacles to the Duties 
of i ir, and we may ſay of True Falten ear, 


Tho ſought by all, to few the Gem is known ; * 
Moſt for the Brilliant, wear the Briſtol Stone. 


by pps inRELIG10N, and 


* Lady's PRE Sede 
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againſt SUPERSTITION, 


\HE firſt and moſt i important of all the n- 
T & ftruftions I beg leave to preſent you with, 
Madam, is that which relates to your Duty 


towards Heaven. Religion is the Knowledge of 
what is required of us from our Creator, communi- 
| cated to the Mind by Reaſon and Revelation, and 
|  Tooted in the Heart by Divine Affection. Tis a 
Principle which ſoars above mere Nature, in order to 
ſearch out and adore the Lord of Nature, and 
whereby we are inſtructed how, by a due Submiſſion 
to his Laws, and by the Practice of Juſtice, Gratitude, 
and the other Virtues required of us in his Revealed 
 Willto ſecure to ourſelves that eternal F elicity which 
the ſame Revelation gives us an Aſſurance of. Your 
whole Conduct through Life ought to be regulated 9 
by Religion; every Movement of your Mind, your 
Thoughts, Talents, Manners and Studies ſhould be 
agreeable to that, and ſhould be all employ'd in the 
| Service of the Supreme Being, not only as the Prince 
of all Perfections, but likewiſe as the ultimate End 


which it is neceſſary to aſpire after in order to Hap- 


| Pineſs. A young Lady without Piety, and a reli- 
gious Reverence towards Heaven, is a kind of Mon- 
ſter in the World. You ought to love Go p then 
tom the Motives of Obligation and Gratitude, and 
| to reflect at the ſame time on the Strictneſs of his 
| Juſtice; but be ſure to avoid entertaining any of 
| thoſe gloomy and enthuliaſtical Apprehenſions of 


53 „„ him 


The LADY'S PRECEPTOR: 


him which repreſent him always in Wrath, and with 


his Thunder about him. As you had the Felicity of 


being born a Chriſtian, you have all the Reaſon in 
the World to rely on his Mercy, and to throw off 
| thoſe ſervile Terrors which only tend to diminiſh that 
Affection towards him, which you ſhould above all 
things preſerve in Purity and Vigour. _ 
I ſhall not ſay any thing to you, Madam, with- re- 
gard to the Duties of Conſcience ; that is the Buſi- 
neſs of a Spiritual Tutor rather than of a Worldly © 
Sage, as you have ſometimes been pleaſed to ſtile 
me: You'll however permit me juſt to hint my 
Sentiments upon what appears right or wrong to me , 
in the common n Practice of Devotion. MED 


eee M Ded fe 3d 


Of DuvorION.. 


: ?OTHING is more hidden than true Devotion 


Youth 


| 
Se dee IN Oe" 


it being lodged entirely 1 in the Heart, whilſt 
the falle and affected is quite the Reverſe, 


- ſrudyieg nothing but Exteriors in order to appear 
what it is not, and aſſuming an Authority of refogm- 
ing every thing but itſelf. I would adviſe you to have 
a particular Guard againſt People of this Character; 
Hypocriſy is in high Mode and Practice amongſt us 
at preſent, and it requires no ſmall Degree of Saga- 
1 city not to miſtake it for its oppoſite Virtue. 5 
However good and wiſe you may naturally be, yet : 
be ſure always to remember that the Moral Virtues, 
without Faith and Religion, are Branches lopt from 
the Parent Tree, and will in the end wither and pe- 
; rich, and therefore make it the cu Buſineſs of your 
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The Lady's PRECEPTOR, 5 - 
Youth to be well grounded in the Articles and Prin- 


| {4 ciples of your Pr ofeſſion. | 
4 6 * 00 ON 4 74 N ©. 7530S DR ig Þ& _w 


Of Beavioun at Cuvncn. 


. F 
* 
* 
7 
0 * 5 
£04. 
wer 
F 
8 
1 
7 
454 
0 „ 
"Py 
4 
Ve 
* if 
2 
4 
Y 
: 
& 
5 


PEE O behave with Modeſty, Niadem, is requi- 
E ſite in a young Lady every where, but more 
1 particularly at Church; Iwould therefore ad- 

viſe you againſt the faſhionable Practice of gazing 
round you to find People to curtſy to; though wen 
others pay that Compliment to you, I would have your 

return it with a decent Gravity, neither laughing nor 
£ talking at the ſame time. The Church i is not a Place 

for courtly Ceremonies , *tis a Temple ſet apart for 
the Service of the Supreme Author of all Things, 
where nothing ſhould enter but Reſpect, Silence, and 

Adoration ; baniſh therefore all thoſe other Diſtrac- 

tions which are quite the Oppoſites to theſe Duties, 

remembring always, that whatever Incenſe is offered 
up by the Lips is unprofitable and vain, unleſs the 

Heart and Tongue entirely correſpond. 

During the Time of Sermon always behave with 
Gravity and Attention, which is a Thing too much 
neglected by young Ladies of this Age, who gene- 
rally come to Church merely to ſee and be ſeen, and 

would be aſhamed of nothing ſo much as to remem- 

ber even the very Subject that the Gentleman in the _ 
Pulpit had been upon; or if they do ſometimes 
1 vouchſafe to attend a little, tis only in order to make 

ill-natured Remarks on the Preacher, and to ſhew 
how much better Criticks than Chriſtians they are. 
| This nd ſit. well enough on an Atheiſt or Free- 


5 4 thinker, 
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8 LADY'S PPECEPTOR, 


thinker, but is inſupportable in a young Lady, who 
ought upon ſuch Occaſions always to maniteſtReſpect, 
and a Deſire of Information; and make it her Buſineſs 
to profit by the Performance, not to paſs Judgment | 
on it. Another Particular allied to this, which 1 
- would at the ſame time caution you againſt, is the at- 
' tempting to dogmatize, or form Difficulties with re- 
gard to Religion, which is a dangerous Undertaking, 
and often carries People farther than they at firſt ima- 
gined. Neither is it the Buſineſs of one of your Ser, 
Madam, to concern themſelves about the Rites and 
5 Ceremonies of the Church ſhe adheres to, nor to ſe- 
parate from the Eſtabliſhed Worſhip through a Spirit 
either of Oppoſition or affected Delicacy, as if what _ 
was common was beneath her Regard, and did not 1 
5 keep pace with her more exalted Piety. „ 


n the Doris and Decorums of Civil Life - 
SSL 'e? OME now, Madam, to enter upon a De- 


| 2 28 


74 2 tail of the Duties and Decorums of Life, 
1 which is indeed inexhauſtible, as the different 

Occafions for your acquitting yourſelf well in thoſe 
Reſpects are infinite. There are Rules for all our 


Actions, even down to Sleeping with a good Grace. 


Life is a continual Series of Operations, both of 
= Body and Mind, which ought to be regulated and 
i performed with the utmoſt. Care, and of which the 

S icceſs ir: niently depends upon thoſe with whom we 
live and couverſe, who are too apt to put a good or bad 
Con ruction upon them, agreeable to their own way 


of thinking, or to the Diſpoſition or Affection they 
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The Lady's PRECEPToOR, 


have towards us. You ought always to conſider the 


Sex, Age and Quality of all with whom you con- 
verſe, in order to behave towards every one in a man- 
ner moſt ſuitable to their reſpective Situation. To 
your Superiors you owe Submiſſion and Reſpect; to 


your Inferiors, Affability, Bounty and Compaſſion ; 
to your Equals, you are indebted Complaiſance and 
5 oy and a good NOPE: to alk. 15 


| Of Benayioun 70 our SUPERIORS. | 


2) 8 the chief Part of hc we call Good-man- 


The more ſuperior any one's Situation 1 is to our 
own, their F riendſhip and Converſation are ſo much 


the more agreeable to us; we muſt conſider then, 
that in order to maintain ſuch a Correſpondence as 
this, we have more Regard and Punctilios to pay | 


them, and ſtand in need of a double Share of Cau- 


tion to manage properly with them, than with thoſe 
of the ſame Rank and Fortune with ourſelves, I am 
very well convinced, Madam, that Perſons of a ſu- 

perior Station to our own are fond of your Conver- 


fation, and endeavour to cultivate a Friendſhip with 


| you; but take care of being dazzled by the Appro- 
| bation they expreſs of your Conduct, as well as by 
” the Applauſes they give your Wit and Underſtanding. 
= You ought always to receive Commendations of this 


nature, 


ners, or Politeneſs of Breeding, relates to 
So. A Perſons above us, and as it is amore arduous 
1 Task to keep well with them, than with others of an 
inferior Rank, I ſhall frequently ſpeak to you upon EE 
that Point in the Courſe of this Epiſtle. : 


The Lady's PRECEPTOR, 


nature, more as the Effect of their Civility than your 
own Merit, and modeſtly look on them as rather In- 
timations of what you ought to be, than Encomiums 
of what you really are. Although, therefore, in an- 
{wer to ſuch Encomiums, you may ſay, that you are 


ignorant by what means you have obtained the Honour 


5 they do you, or ſomething elſe of that nature, yet let 


me advertiſe you, that there is often more Beauty i in 
a reſpectful Silence, than in a middling Reply. It is 


by no means neceſſary for young Ladies to ſpeech 
ttt, and for three Words of Praiſe to make a Thankſ- 
- giving of Fifty. 


If Perſons of the Condition I line been peaking . 


bf, ſhould, upon any particular Occaſion, or Junc- 
ture in Life, ſay any thing to you that ſavours either 
of Roughneſs or Impertinence, make no anſwer to it 
at all, unleſs at the ſame time you can produce a very 
good Reaſon, either to appeaſe or undeceive them. 
When they ſpeak to you, pay a modeſt Attention to 
what they ſay, without appearing Abſent with regard 8 
to any Queſtion they may ask you, which has ſome- 
thing very unpolite and provoking in it; nothing 
being more ill-bred than to make any one repeat a 
Thing which we ought to have taken at firſt. Be 
ſure never to let the Ambition of pleaſing others in- 
duce you to quit your own Character; nor give your- 


ſelf any trouble to gain their good Graces, if it muſt 


be done at the Expence of a | Neighbour or Friend. 
If they happen to ſay any thing before you which 
gives you Pain, and is by no means agreeable to you, 
| behave as if you had heard nothing of the matter; 
your Countenance, vermilioned over with an inno- 


cent Bluſh, would be more eloquent than any Ex- 


Preſſions 


RV 5 | . 1 
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The LADY's PRECEPTOR, 


preſſions you could make uſe of. Should a Man, let 
his Quality and Situation be never ſo high, attempt 


improper Familiarities with you, it is unneceſſfary, I 


| hope to adviſe you to reject them with Diſdain ; but Fw 
do it however, without ſaying any thing that is 
| ſhocking or ill-bred, and excuſe yourſelf with a 
Modeſty, that your Refuſal, if poſſible, may not 
ſeem to deviate from the Reſpect you owe his 
Condition: I am well aſſured that this is the moſt 8 
effectual way to procure Returns of Reſpect from 5 
him, and to prevent his forgetting himſelf lo much. 
as to give d pra farther Uneaſineſs, 5 : 


Of ConversaTION. 


45 


ere deem your Superiors, carefully examine 
= what you are going to ſay; we are often drove to 
| Repentance for having uttered a ſilly thing merely 
becauſe we won't give ourſelves time to prepare and 
rectify our Thoughts before we let them eſcape our 
Lips. Speak but ſeldom, except when previouſly ap- 
 pliedto, unleſs you have any thing to produce which 
you are ſure will give Pleaſure, or which is neceſſary 
for the Company to be made acquainted with, and 
then propoſe it with Deference and Deliberation. If 
you undertake a Story at any time, which to execute 
well, by the by, is extremely difficult, it requiring 
a peculiar Genius and Turn to excel in this Branch of 
Converſation, don't run it out into a faſtidious 


N Length, or enumerate every tedious and frivolous 855 


11 


Dee JE 1 FORE ever you ſpeak upon any Topick, ES. 
4 q B & eſpecially when in company with thoſe you 
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The LADY's PRECEPTOR; 
Circumſtance ; and ſhould it happen to be of a hu- 
morous and diverting Caſt, don't be the firſt to laugh 


at it yourſelf, much leſs to ſuch a degree as to put 

you out of Breath. This is a Behaviour too unguard- 

ed and indelicate, and betrays a want of Judgment 

as well as good Education. Endeavour always to be 

_ acquainted with what are look'd on as the upper 
Places, that you may not either at Church, Table, 

or elſewhere, inadvertently fill them; conſidering that 

in things of that nature you ought to ſtudy other 


= 7 People s Conveniency before your own. 


Wherever you are, imagine that you are obſerved, : 


- a and that your Behaviour is attentively ſcanned by 


. | the reſt of the Company all the while, and this will 


bblige you to obſerve yourſelf, and to be conſtantly 

on your guard. Converſation is not only the Cement 
and Soul of Society, but it is likewiſe the Touch- _ 
fone of Merit, Wit, and Judgment: Talk little, 

but never appear ſpeechleſs and diſconcerted, like 


your young Creatures juſt come to Town from a 


Weih Boarding-School, who reſemble Birds got Z 
| looſe from a Cage, that know not where they are, 
or how to diſpoſe of themſelves. 


d e ede 


Of CompLansAnCE. ; 


$ 00 75 E. always regardful of, and complaiſant to 
3 thoſe who addreſs themſelves: to you in Com- 
) pany z appear with a graceful Aſſurance, 


: ſeaſoned at the ſame time with Modeſty and Chear- 
fulneſs, and never put People to the trouble of getting 
5 you to look at chem. This Maxim is too frequently 


and 
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The LAbr 5 Pitti 


| and groſiy neglected, Madam, by young Perſons 
of your Sex: Some make Grimaces, ſome appear 


abſent, ſome under Perplexity ; and ſome ſtare 
about em in a wild kind of Confuſion, lite a Dog 


in a Dancing-School, as our comick Bard very hu- 
morouſly expreſſes it; others again wear a too gloomy 


or reſerved Aſpect: All which are Marks of a de- 
fective Education. 


When you ſpeak to any « one, never call them by 


5 their Names, eſpecially if they are either your Equals, 
or Superiors; Sir, or Madam, being both more re- 
| one and polite. 1 


Remember always to ask as few Gebe as pol- 


ſible, or indeed not any but where there is a kind 
of Neceſſity for it. Too many of our Sex, Madam, 
as well as of yours, furniſh out their Converſation | 
1 by the contrary Practice, which generally is only 
giving other People the trouble of informing them 
with what they ought to bluſh at not knowing be- 
fore; and is therefore as imprudent with regard to 


their own Reputation, as it is impertinent towards 
: the Company. 


As you are to be ſuppoſed then not to ask any 
Queſtion without Reaſon, you ſhould always be ſure 


to expreſs yourſelf readily in doing it, in order to 
prevent any Judgment which might be paſſed on 


you, for indulging yourſelf in that Liberty. 
As the Great, of every Character in Life, are 


fond of a little Flattery, they have generally things 
at heart which they would be tranſported you ſhould 
inquire of them about, and be pleaſed to obſerve 


the Intereſt you take | in them, and the Auen en 


you afford them. 


Accuſtom | 
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The Lady's PRECEPTOR, 
Accuſtom yourſelf to a Tone of Voice, neither 


| higher nor lower than is neceſſary to your being heard. 


Let Chearfulneſs, Sweetneſs, and Modeſty, be always 


blended in your Countenance and Air, and be ſo ha- 
bitual to you, that there mayn't appear any thing of 
Affectation in them. This is a Charm which is highly 
prevalent in winning People's Aﬀections, and ren- 
dering one's Company deſirable; whilſtacloudy, ma» 
 Toſe or overbearing Countenance is always ominous. 


Equivocations or Words of a double Meaning, as 


well as the low Jokes and inſipid Rallery of thoſe 
_ who falſiy pretend to Pleaſantry and Humour; the 
Practice whereof is at preſent highly diſapproved of - 
in polite Aſſemblies. The Uſe of Proverbial Sayings, 
when they are d propos, and not too frequently had 
recourſe to, I am far from condemning ; ; they 
are a kind of Salt which give a Scaſoning to Diſ- 


courſe, 


_ PS) to event” your . taxed with either 
e or Flattery. Moderation, Madam, which is 
a Virtue, ſpringing at a proper Diſtance between two 
vicious Extremes, ought greatly to be cultivated by 
all Candidates for Politenefs, Be likewiſe careful, in 

| Converſation, not to make uſe of Expreſſions that are 
either obſcure or bombaſt, but ſuch as are clear, po- 
| liſhed, and ornamented with obliging and affectionate 

Terms, which will engage all the Company in your 

| favour; avoiding at the ſame time all Ambiguities, 
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The LADY F PRECEPTOR. 


courſe, and by means whereof a great deal may be 
ſaid in a mary few Words. 
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of APPEARING AnseNT in ; Comrany. 
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Of ConTRADICTION, 


” 


EER let your Mind be abſentin Company, 
y eſpecially when you are amongſt People of 
2 Rank and Diſtinction, but apply yourſelf 
entirely to what they are ſaying or doing, in. order to 
| ſpeak or anſwer properly, and to let them ſee that you 
are not inſenſible of the Honour they do you in ad- 
mitting you to their Converſation; avoiding at the 
| ſame time the leaſt Appearance of being tired, un- 
caſy, or impatient in their Company. 


ER ESERVE your Breaſt always free from = 
Q2 Prejudice, and open to Conviction upon 
57 reaſonable Proof. The Spirit of Contra- 
diction renders every one extremely diſagreeable in 
Company, but more eſpecially thoſe of the Fair Sex. 
This vain Conceit of their own Opinion diſcovers 
them to have more Preſumption than Prudence, and 
to be rather poſitive than polite ; notwithſtanding 
which, it is in high Practice in the World at preſent, 
and frequently diſcernible even amongſt Thoſe who 
ſet up for Patterns of Politeneſs, and is therefore 
more e vigilantly t to be guarded againſt 


15 


16 


—— 


FF. FE —R 3 ©) Z 4 Vang. 
RR. LY re GCSE ASRO 


Of CaLuMNy and DE TIA CT1ON, 


_ 'Y 2 F « | _ . 
SILK ENDL — £5 25 2 N 2 . 5 


of Varx-Gony.. 


they might ſtop there, as having gone a Length ſuffi- 


cient; but no, They are not content with having ac- 
cuſedothers,but muſt juſtify themſelves before they are 
accuſed, and lanch out into Encomiums upon the Ex- 
cellency of their own Behaviour, without any body's 


requiring 


S the Converſation of the World, and eſpe- 
I cially that of the Beau Monde, runs too often 
g upon Calumny and Detraction, endeavour 
always to ſhew, by your Silence, that you are not 
pleaſed with the Subject, or elſe generouſly undertake _ 
the Defence of the Abſent, and at leaſt ſay, that you 
don't queſtion but were they preſent they would be 
able to vindicate themſelves. Avoid, however, upon 
any ſuch Occaſion diſcovering the leaſt Emotion in 
your Countenance, or Eagerneſs in your Expreſſions, | 
and behave with ſuch an Air of Freedom and Tran- * 
aAuillity, as may manifeſt that you are far from being 
prejudiced in the Caſe, but that Juſtice and Good- = 
nature are the ſole Noce of what you lay. 


; Avery early is into 5 the Conduct of racer too 
2 rarely reflect on, or become acquainted with 
their own: After they have been at the pains of por- 
traiting, and hanging up to publick View the Faults 
and Imperfections of another, one would imagine 


The Lavy' 5 Przcryron, 


quiring an Account of it. Carefully avoid this Er- 
ror, which is at preſent ſo very common; and if you 
cannot always diſpenſe with yourſelf from condemn- 


ing the Conduct of others, pray don't be over- indu- 


ſtrious in extolling your own: In doing the former, 
never ſhew the leaſt Spirit of Rallery or Spleen, which 
only produces Reſentment inſtead of Reformation; 

and with regard to the latter, how modelt and decent 

does it look, pray, to ſet one's ſelf up for a Model of 

Perfection? Believe me, Madam, very few will be 

ſo kind as to take us upon our own Words, but ra- 

ther deſpiſe us for our Oſtentation and Vanity; ane 

1 then how mortified muſt we be to find we are become 

” the Jeſt, inſtead of the Idol of Mankind, and that 

| after ſo much Labour to make ourſelves ſhine, we 

have only rubbed out the Luſtre which we might 

have laid claim to before. True Merit is never 1 
tended with Pride and Superciliouſneſs; to compli- 
ment ourſelves, whilſt we degrade others, looks as 

if we were conſcious of our own Inſignificancy, and 

5 had nothing but Outſide and Ill-nature to make 1 us 

: conſpicuous. 


0 Papgunice 


A HERE is another Foible too prevalent = 


* AL 
_ — 


many of your Sex, which is that of being 

b eager and warm about things which gene- 

rally ought to be indifferent to you. A Diſpute has 

| aroſe, perhaps, between two of your Acquaintance, 

Vvhoare neither your Relations nor particular Friends; 
upon this you ſtrike | in with the firſt that endeavours | 
| oy _ to 
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| The Lady's PRECEP TOR, 
to engage you, however ſlight Reaſon you may have 
for 0 ü oing, without giving yourſelf time to exa- 


mine into this Merits ot the Conteſt, or the Juſtice of 
ſuch a Prepoſſeſſion. Once you have declared your- 
ſelf, the moſt weighty Reaſons on the one fide ſhall 
be ſuſpected, at the ſame time that you Juſtify the 
culpable Proceeding of the other; your too ſan- 


guine Paſſion determines inſtantly upon the Affair, 


4 and the Misfortune 15, that by g going ſo far you 
don't even leave it in your Power to return. Pre- 


P »offefions of this nature betray a great deal of Levity, 


and too little! )quity in the Diſpoſition z and are 
KHkewiſe frequently the Cauſe of unhappy Diſſenſions 
in Families. Remember therefore, young Lady, 
to be always reſerved at ſuch Conjunctures, oi 

5 you can't avoid being concerned in them, ſuſpend 8 
your Judgment however, and, inſtead of being warm 
and ceger in the Buſineſs, endeavour to gain each 


Party over to Reaſon; and accompliſh, by that 
meane, an Accommodation between them: A Con- 


duct by far more honourable and meritorious than 
that which I have been inveighing againſt. The 


Mediation I here mention ſeeing not, indeed, to be 
the Province of one ſo young, Madam, as you are; 
but you have already given ſuch ſtrong Inſtances of 


pour good Underſtanding upon many Occaſions, y 


that 15 ere are none of your Friends but would 


readily commit cheir Cauſe to your en and 


| Pcciſion, 


Of 


The LADY'S PRECEPTOR, 
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= to Things, in order to the Attainment of 


j of the Neceſſity of procuring; an Inſight in- 


good: FD and the due Formation of the Judg- 


ment, there are Occaſions, however, when one ſhould 
| beware of too much Curioſity, leſt we either ſhould _ 
' prejudice our own Intereſt, or offend others by in- 
dulging it. I have known People warmly repent their 
having penetrated into an Affair or Intrigue, Where · . 
by they had ſuffered no ſmall Detriment, by goinga 
little farther than they ſhould have done. The La-: - 
dies, who have a much more lively: Curioſity than us 
Men, generally puſh this Buſineſs to an Extremity, 
being charmed at getting acquainted with their 
Neighbours Foibles, without reflecting that they have 
grcater of their own to correct. "Nothing is more 
cuſtomary in the Commerce of the World, than the 
Wrongs of this nature which we practiſe towards 
each other: If this ſame Curioſity makes you inqui- 
ſitive to know the Cauſe of Peoples proceeding thus, 
PI tell you, Madam: There is a kind of Habit and 
Correſpondence between our Reaſon and our own 
_ Faults, fo that they ſubliſt together, without making 
War with each other; ; but when the Errors of our 
N eighbour come in queſtion, our whole Reaſon is 
preſently up in Arms againſt them, examines them 
with the utmoſt Severity, purſues them indefatigably, | 
and condemns them without Mercy. Let me diſſuade 
you then from being iaquiſitive into things which 


c 2 A EG there 
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The LADY S PRECEPTOR; 


there is no occaſion you ſhould be acquainted with ; 
for too much Curioſity always leads to Indiſcretion, 
which is the moſt unfortunate of all Errors. When 
any one is reading a Letter near you, carefully ſhun 
_ caſting an Eye upon it; or if alone in the Cloſet or 
Apartment of a Friend, never attempt to look into 
any Papers that may lie on the Table, but keep your 
Eyes, as you would your Hands, from pikering wy : 


thing there, 


of WurspprING and LavcninG 
7 Company. 


i 


of your Converſation and Ridicule. All Laughing, 


Whiſpering, affected Nods, Grimaces, and half | 
Speeches, of which the Cauſe is unknown, are che 


Height of N and III. breeding. 


d O ſer up aLaughi in Company, without every 


{7 one preſent being acquainted with the Oc-' | 
2 ſion, is inexcuſable; as is likewiſe Whif- 
pPering, or even attending to others who would 
whiſper to you, if you can poſſibly avoid it; how- 
cuver if that can't be done, either anſwer them aloud, 
or make no Anſwer at all. The Rules of Polite- 
_ neſs prohibit every thing of this nature; for the reſt 
of the Company, upon theſe Occaſions, have all the 
right in the World to think themſelves the Subjects 
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= E are ſeldom 5 end at hearing g ocher 
. 4 People praiſed, eſpecially if we ourſelves have 
l no Intereſt in it; when you are therefore in 
Company, whoſe Inclinations you are not perfectly 
well acquainted with, be cautious how you applaud 
any Friend of yours, that you are not ſure is theirs at 
the ſame time. You may imagine, Perhaps, that f 
you have done your Favourite a high piece of Ser- 
vice; but, believe me, Lady, you have only drawn 
down upon her all the Malice and Slander that Envy 
and Self-conceit is capable of producing. There is 
| | likewiſe the ſame Imprudence in not approving of the 
. Conduct of any particular Perſon, whom ſome of the 
Company ſpeak with Applauſe of; I have ſeen many 
People under great Perplexity, by falling into Errors 
| of this nature before they were aware of it. The in- 
_ diſcreet Perſon who talks, has always reaſon to doubt 
* whether he ſhall pleaſe or not; the prudent Perſon 


* who is ſilent, is ſure he ſhall not diſpleaſe. I remem- 
. 5 ber an Accident which happened to myſelf, (fo Self, 
=} you ſee, Madam, prevails even upon the very Pre- 


ceptor, whilſt he is reaſoning againſt it) that beg ” 
leave to offer as an Inſtance of this. Being newly 2 Sf 
rived in a certain Town, and talking with a young 
| Gentleman in the Street one Day, his Lady, Who was 
a very fine and agreeable Woman, happened to pals | 
by us; I was at that time unacquainted with either 
her Perſon or Name, but taking particular notice of 
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ber as ſhe went by, T turned to her Husband, and 
ſaid, If that Creature is not an arrant Coquette, her 
1 pretty Eyes exceſſively belye ber Heart. He, ſmiling, 
n pleaſantly, as he ought, whilſt her Ladyſhip 
[| eaſt many agreeable Reproaches on me afterwards for 
= >". eee Opinion I had of her Eyes; notwithſtanding 
„ which I was convinced, that J had talked inadver- 
tently, and ated the Part of a raſh young Fellow: 
So true it is, that we can never be too cautious of 
animadverting upon others, eſpecially when we are 
5 ſpeaking of Teeple chat we Have little or no Ac- 
| que intance wirh. 


ES" — — 
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Of MinicexinG others. 


DAG 5 F Rallery be an offenſive and diſagreeable : 
| 7 4 Thing, much more ſo is Mimicking the 
BY . $4 Geſture or Speech of another, A which is 
Ry feldom or ever practiſed with Impunity. The Cha- 
racter of a Mimick is one of the loweſt and moſt 
odious of any, and ſerves only to procure one a great 
many Enemies: Tis a Part fit only for a King's F ool, 
who is to ſacrifice every thing to his Maſter's Diver- 
ſion. Tis a reproachable Conduct, even in the Stage, 
to diſplay the Portraits of particular Perſons, though 
they may juſtly ridicule their Vices and Follies. No 
one, eſpecially of your Sex, Madam, will ever par. 
don a Treatment of that nature. I here are but too 
many Fathers and Mothers, who are tranſported at 
theſe apiſh Tricks in their Children, looking on them 
as Marks of a ſuperior Genius and Wit, but they are 
extremely miſtaken in this, and ought to correct them 
N Ss 8 
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for it as a very dangerous Vice, and as what, in the 
future courſe of their Lives, may bring them into 
many diſagreeable Situations. 


Take care of being ſo over- -charmed, Madam, with 


the Converſation of young People of your own Age 
and Condition in Life, as to deſpiſe that of Perſons 
more advanced in Years, and experienced in the 
World, from which you may always draw conſidera- 
ble Advantage, and may be inſtructed in thoſe things 
which you could not, as yet, have learnt from Ex- 
g perience. There is a great deal of Prudence in 
conquering the natural Repugnance we have to- 
Wards converſing with ſuch diſproportioned Com- 
pany; and we ought to reflect, that by this means 
we may acquire, in a very little time, what muſt | 


otherwiſe be the Fruit of long Obſervation, 


23 


Truth holds the golden Mean between fo lartery = 


and Detraction, both of which are dangerous Extre- 
mities that you ought carefully to Mun, Kather 
ſtille a Jeſt at any time, than give the leaſt Ollence 
to any one by uttering it: for right Reaſon will 1 in- 
form us, that we ought to Rady in more how to avoid 
giving others Pain, than how to acquire the Re! pu- 
tation of being Wits ourſelves. As for pavers A 


conſider that it is compounded of Falfhood and In- 


juſtice; and that therefore he who attends to it is 
generally the Dupe of a Knave, and a Liar; and | 
for Detraction, that it is 2% e hat walke!h in 
| Darkneſs, and that thoſe of your Sex, as too many 
there are, who practiſe it, are like the Fruits of So- 
dom, fair and beautiful perhaps without, but all De- 


ceit and Poiſon within. 
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others ſay and do; 


The Lady's PRECEPTOR. 


oY being BLIND to what gives us Offence. 


You muſt not judge of others, Madam, 


young People ſhould not expoſe themſelves too ſoon 


in the Grand Monde, but pay long Attention to what 
make their Remarks on what is 
right or wrong in their Behaviour; and obſerve the 
different Effects thereby produced; and laſtly inform 
themſelves what Qualities have procured ſuch or ſuch 


a Lady fo great Reputation and Applauſe in the 


. World: In one word, Madam, they ſhould labour 
in ſearching out the Paths to Merit, and then Wey . 


would never fail of arriving at it. 


* T is frequently very advantageous to appear 
15 Blind to what gives us Offence : Suppoſe a 
Female Acquaintance ſhould complain of 
your having done her an Injury, and begin her Re- 
venge by loading you with Reproaches ; why if you 
ſtifle your Reſentment, ard take no notice of them, 
he nde quickly appeaſed, and you'll have an Enemy 
the leſs. | 
by yourſelf, who are naturally good, generous, and 
Conſider that the Heart of Man is full of 
' Diſſimulation, ſenſible of Injuries, and always prompt 
to Revenge. You may have happened to ſay ſome- 
thing, perhaps, one time or other, which might give 
; offence toa Lady preſent, without your either intend- 
ing it, or ever reflecting upon it afterwards, when to 
your vaſt Surpriſe you find her embracing the firſt _ 
Opportunity of inveighing bitterly agaiaſt you, in 
order to diſcharge her Reſentment for the Affront 
you had inadvertently offer'd her; for this Reaſon 
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8 Rules of Peinens to entertain one b young 
and blooming as you are, Madam, with 


Diſcourſes upon things of a very ſerious Nature; I = 
| ſhall therefore leave them to your own future good . 
Underſtanding, and proceed within the Limits I at | 
flirſt preſcribed myſelf. In the next place, then, Fair 
Lady, I would give you this piece of Counſel, not to 
be greatly a0 at a little Gallantry, or a fine Thing 
that may be ſaid to you by a Man of Faſhion and Wit. 
| Upon Occaſions of that kind, you may very well ac- 
quit yourſelf by a gentle Smile accompanied with a 
Bluſh, to let him ſee that you are neither a Prude or 


1 Coquette; but as this is a tender Subject, and very 
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8 Haughtineſs or Diſdain, but be conſtantly ſeaſoned 


difficult for you to maintain properly for any Length 

of Time, endeavour always to give a different Turn 
to the Diſcourſe ; which laudable Piece of Artifice 
may ſerve to diſengage you, without leſſening | in the . 
leaſt People's Opinion of your Wit. 5 


Although at ſuch a Juncture tis certainly beſt to 


r no Anſwer at all; yet, if it can't be avoided, 
take care that your Repartees be ſhort, modeſt, and 


judicious ; in order to which you may venture to 
propheſy what handſom things may at any time 


be faid to you upon this Head, and conſequently to : 


conſider beforehand what Anſwer you may the moſt 


' Properly make to thein; remembring always that 


your Modeſty and Reſerve have no appearance of 


with 


26 The Lady's PRECEPTOR. 
with Sweetneſs and Civility ; not affected, but main- 
tained by the Opinion which the World equally has 
of your Virtue and Severity. 


- 


eee eee ee 
Of FRIENDS Ur with Men. 


5 858 OUR Eſteem and F riendſhip ſhould be al- 
E Rs 9 —— beftowed on true Merit, that's to fay, 
1 on thoſe whom you both know to be poſ- 
: ſefſed of it, and to have the Reputation of being ſo; 
but then, if they ſhould happen to be Perſons of our 
Sex, and ſuch as would probably take Advantage of 
you good Opinion of them, be careful of maintain- 
ing that ſtrict Watch over your Eyes, Words, and 
Heart, that they may not in the leaſt perceive you 
have any particular Regard for them, otherwiſe vo 
have ta ae a dangerous Step, which may give them 
ö : hopes of "yeur g going ſtill farther. Such 4 Diſcovery 
_|=— would give room lor Applications and Importunities, 
|| which might put your Virtue to a fiery Trial, and 
endanger your Reputation at the fame time; whilſt 
- whe reſt of your Sex, who fee and envy your ſuperior | 15 
Wiſdom and Accompliſhments, would give you lefs K 
Quarter than they would to one who did not eclipſe 7 
them ſo much. A Friendſhip of this kind is com- 1 
monly ſtiled Eſteem ; but have a care, young Lady, 
left it go farther than you intend it ſhould, The 
Merit of a Man of Wit and Senſe has a prevalent In- 
| fluence on a Woman's Inclinations, and that Eſteem 
which ſhe ſuffered herſelf to indulge at firſt, is gene 
ally the 8 chat leads to her Heart. . 
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Jo him with whom you risk a Part, 
At firſt, of your Eſteem, 
Once got that Credit in your Heart, 
Love next his Due will _ 


Of Loves 
N 85 0 V E! is a whimſical Paſſion, Madam, which : 


L deprives thoſe of Wit who had it before, 
ee and inſpires thoſe with it who had never any 
ill then. *Tis an agreeable Declivity which has its 
Precipices and Falls; an Inchantment which flatters 
the Fancy, and gives a viſionary Pleaſure, but at the _ 
ſame time there is infinite Danger in being led by it. 
2 You, Madam, are young, rich and fair, and conſe- 
\ quently have a thouſand Occaſions of loving ot 
being loved; but theſe very Advantages | we 
you under an indiſpen fable Obligation to he 
cumſpect and referved than others leſs ha Ne 
Reſpects; conſider that there is nothing 
tant in every State of Life, than to conduct yourſelf 
prudently with regard to our Sex: moſt of them rake. 
” as much, nay indeed more Pl in being thought, 
to gain Victories over the F nir reality to do 


more ir- 
in thoſe . 


he World muſt imagine them to poſſeſs ſoma _ 
ſiſtible Accompliſiments whocould vanquiſh themoſt 
rigid Virtue, adorn'd with Beauty and Merit at the 
fame time. It is therefore highly neceſſary for you, 

Madam, to avoid ever dropping an Expreſſion that 
may flatter their Vanity, or give them a Glimpſe of 

Hope that they might ſucceed in their Purſuit; for 
W OR 
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Tbe LADPYSPR ECE TOR, 
as they have a greater Regard for their own Reputa. 


tion than for yours, they will be always ready to take 


more than you ought to allow them. A Woman, 


who is willing to go as great Lengths in their Favour 
as ſhe may do without Imputation, will be mighty 
apt to take a little Step farther, without being much 


ſtartled at it. You may have ſhewn a Civility per- 


haps, or even ſome ſlight piece of Complaiſance, 
without thinking any thing more of the matter; but 


one of thoſe preſumptuousSparks, who conſtrues every 
thing agreeable to the Opinion he has of his own 
ſweet Perſon, is a very dangerous Interpreter: He 
won't fail to perſuade himſelf that you think as he Z 
does, and will conclude, in ſpite of all your Precau- 


ors, that you i eng. to make him > wee in time. | 


Maren. 


42 T has been juſtly obſerved, that young 


1 © People of your Sex, who are ſuffered to be 
and Miſtreſſes of their own Inclinations, very 


ſeldom ſucceed in the nice and important Buſineſs of 
Matrimony. They are apt to ſurrender at the firſt 
Attack, without reflecting of what Moment it is to 


deliberate upon their Choice ; they look upon Matri- 


mony as the Period to the filial Subjection they are 
uneaſy under, and as a State of more Freedom and 


Independency than that which it delivers them from, 


and therefore ruſn into it with Tranſport the very firſt 
Opportunity. I have ſeen many, but alas too late! 


moſt cordially repenting that they had not left the 


Whole 888 of Wemnſeives, 1 in this reſpect, to their 


Relations 
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Relations or Friends, who would probably have made 
| a more judicious, as well as fortunate Choice. 
Take warning, Madam, from ſuch e and 
form your Conduct upon oppoſite Principles; perſe- 


vere heroically in the ſame Delicacy of Sentiments, 


| which I have hitherto remarked in you, ſo as to trem- 
dle at the leaſt Freedoms or Particularities with thoſe 
of our Sex; but ſhould a thing of that nature at any 


time overtake you, reproach yourſelf for ſuch a Slip, 
and reflect that it bids fair for depriving you, not on- 


9 


ly of your Quiet, but of your Reputation, likewiſe. —__ 


In your preſent dangerous Situation, with Youth, _ 
Riches, and Beauty around you, it is of the utmoſt 
| Importance for you to hide this rebellious Paſſion un- 
der the Mask of Good- nature and pure Civility ; and 
' above all to take care that your Eyes don't betrag 
> you, and reaſonably publiſh the Sentiments of your - 
Heart. As long as a Man does not think you have 
any particular Affection for him, he will attempt no; 
thing but what you may eaſily repel; but ſhould ge 
diſcover your Foible, and be convinced of it from 
ſome ſingular Regard he has obſerved you to ſhew 
him, you ought the more to fear leſt the Knave ſhould 


make a Conqueſt of your Heart; for at the ſame time 5 


| hell become more intrepid, bold, enterpriſing and 
dangerous. In this Cafe, you ought to have recourſe | 
to Abſence for Relief, or at leaſt to avoid ever being 


in a Place where he can poſſibly have the liberty of 


3 coming to an Explanation with you. But how, you'll 
ſay, to find a Remedy where there is not one ? Why, 


truly I have only this to offer, you mult call | in your 


Underſtanding to defend your Heart, and determine, 5 
that as you had always hitherto been happily Miſtreſs 
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of it, ſo you would ſtil continue to be; and never be 


put to the Bluſh for the contrary by any one. You'll 


very probably be ſurpriſed at my talking to you in 
this nner; butzhelieve me, Madam, you ought 
not to build ſo 2 ic | 


upon your own Force in "chis 
Cale, as not t6% 


and intimate, by the little Perplexity you ſeem under 


in making an Anſwer, That you are not the Perjon to 
be conſulted upon ſuch a Head, but your Father and Mo-. 
rer, whoſe Will you ſpall always make your owon. Not, 
Madam, but Ill readily acknowledge, that as you 
are principally intereſted in an Affair of that Impor- : 
tance, you 0! ught to have your Share 1n determining. 
upon it; Flows having caſt into your Lot an ample 
mneaſure both of Wit and Judgment, you'll here have 

an ample Occaſion for them both. As ro Fortune, 
and Birth, you may rely upon your Relations and 
Friends to take care of theſe Particulars ; but as to 


Perſon, the Choice 3s entirely placed in yourſelf, IK 
he 


alFin the Succours of Counſel and F 
Precaution. Young Ladies of your Character are 
| often the moſt vigdrouſly aſſaulted, becauſe the moſt 
difficult Conqueſts are what Men of the greateſt Wit 
and Delicacy delight in. 
Many, elpecialty thoſe of your « own Sen Midam, 
. wil be frequently talking to you of Matrimony, and 
endeavouring to diſcover your Sentiments upon ſome _ 
Match or other that they want to propoſe to you; but 
| beware ſaying any thing that may diſcover either your 
Inclination or Aerion, with regard to any one in 
queſtion. Though Diſimulation j is not a very laudable 
Quality in general, yet in this Caſe you may be per- 
mitted a little; but be ſure to conceal it prudently, 

under the Appearance of Modeſty and Submiſſion; 


The LADY PRECEPToOR. 


he be a very young Man, mark wel! what he is at 


preſent, and what he gives hope of Leing hereafter ; 


but in this Caſe, guard your Inclinations againſt cer- 
tain little Engagements that bewitci: the Underſtand- 


ing, and baniſh the T':oughts of what is to come: If 


| he be a Man arrived at Ripeneſs of Years, and is all 


at preſent that it can be expected he ever ſhould be, 


inform yourſelf what bis Manner of Life has been, 
whether he is one of Probity, Religion, good Con- 
duct, and Reputation; whether he be ſubject to any 
diſagreeable Infirmity, or violent Paſſion: In a word, 
whether his Morals, Manners and Temper are agree- 
able to your own. Conſult yourſeli well upon chis Sub- 
| Jet; the Choice in queſtion is for your Life, you 
cannot therefore take too much Frecaution in it. 


d. N 
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Of Dury 175 Parents. 


2 25 * THOUGH you live in the Nature of a : 
PQ Friend only with your Father and Mother, 
who ſhew the utmoſt Tenderneſs and At. 
ſection towards you; yet always preſerve the higheſt _ 


Veneration and Duty towards them : Honour Sen 


31 


with a Love and Reſpect, flowing purely from the 


Fountain of Gratitude: This they have a juit Clan 
ta on account of the Benefits they have conferred. 
upon you. Nothing is required of you by them, 
but what is agreeable to your own Inclinations, be- 
cauſe they are perſuaded you can do nothing amiſs. 
They every Day hear 10 much in your favour from 
their Friends, ſuch Encomiums upon your good 
_ Senſe, Ingenuity, and Conduct, that there is no- 
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miſſive, good, and complaiſant to them, and offi- 
cious to do them any Service or Pleaſure that lies 
within your Reach. At the ſame time be ſingularly 
careful never to let ſip a Word which may injure 
the reſt of your Siſters in their Affection, in order to 
juſtify their Prepoſſeſſions in your favour. Such a 
Procedure as this is a pitiful and malicious Effect of 
5 Self- love, which is the leſs equitable, as it covets all 
for itſelf, and would concede nothing to others. If 
their Temper or Humour ſhould not, at all times, 
| ſtrike in with yours, acquieſce without the leaſt Op- 
poſition or Murmuring, and have a religious Care 
9 of ever complaining | of 1 it to others. 98 


8 l 2 A 


The LADY'S PRECEPTOR. 
thing farther wanting to confirm them in their good 
Opinion of you; it therefore only remains with you 
not to make an ill Uſe of it, but to be always ſub- 


PR and Conde. 
37 OU are a Perſon of Diſtinction by Birth? : 


which is an Advantage you contributed no- 
thing towards yourſelf, and therefore never 


- deſpiſe others for not being ſo fortunate in this reſpect 


as you are. Converſe with thoſe who are beneath 


| you as if you were their Equal, and with your 
Equals as if you were beneath them, which will not 
only oblige them to give you your own Place, but 
each will willingly yield up theirs. 
greater Mark of a mean Spirit, than thoſe haughty 
Airs which too many of your Sex aſſume, with re- 
gard to that ridiculous Foppery of taking Place, as 
they call it, and of being een, diſtinguiſhed 


I know not a 


. de 
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wherever they come. The general Rule is, that if we 
_ would have others ſhew a Reſpect to us, we ſhould 
begin with ſhewing it to them firſt, and never exact 
more than they chooſe to grant us of their own accord. 
| Obſerve then, without Envy, thoſe above you; and 
without Contempt thoſe beneath you; but if our 
Birth or Dignity ſets us ſuperior to the Perſons with 
whom we live, we ought to make uſe of that Superio- 
rity as a Means to procure us their Love and Reſpect, 
: without being either a | Reſtraint or a Burden to them. 
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23 Ion Birth i is not always a legitimate Title +. 


D Vyoantage 


to exalt us above others. True Nobility is 
not hereditary, but is purchaſed by eminent 
and perſonal Virtues; ſo that the Father does not 
” tranſmit it to the Son, without at the ſame time en- 
's _ tering into a tacit Contract with him to act in the : 
* fame manner as he had done before him to merit 
and acquire it. The Man comes into the World na- 
” ked, weak and ignorant; Time and Nurture give 
Strength to his Body, Science and Society form his 
Mind, whilſt Experience and Reflexion teach him 
Wiſdom; at length he becomes ſenſible to Honour 
and Fame, and ſtudies the Methods of attaining to 
them: He is taken notice of by the Prince or the 
Republick, who confer high Dignities on him, ei- 
ther to employ or reward his Virtue: If ſuch a one 
be Great by Birth, he becomes by this Conduct ſtill 
more Grcat; 5 if his Birch be obſcure, he has the Ad- 
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| vantage of being indebted to no body but himſelf for 
the Nobility he has acquired by ſuch noble Actions, 
and is a thouſand times more praife-worthy than thoſe 
who are Right Honourables only by means of their 
Pelf, or the Atchievements of their Great Grand- 
fathers; and who are forced to patch up their Figure 
with the Relicks of the Dead, and rifle TREE 
and Monuments for Reputation 
Ti Virtue, therefore, only which can into No- 
bility; Glory and Reputation exalt it, and give it a 
Value in the Opinion of Mankind, who revere thoſe | 
who are clothed with ſuch a Mark of Diſtinftion: * 
hut there are many, too many, alas! of our modern 
Nobles, who abuſe, with Impunity, the Honours f 
which are paid them, and the Good-nature of the 
Prince who permits the Abuſe. Of this Number 1 
reckon yon magnificent Lord, who boaſts ſuch a ſu- 
perb Equipage, and multitude of Attendants, who {| 
| happily finds himſelf in a Poſt of Command and greg 
Employments left him by his Anceſtors, without em. 
ploying himſelf about any thing but his own Gran- 
deur, or regarding any thing but what is ſubſervient 
to his Pleaſures, or flatters his Vanity. A true No- 
bleman is of a very different Stamp; ſuch a one does 
not content himſelf with the Dignity he found in his 


Family, but is ambitious perſonally to merit the Ho- 


nour which by Birth he inherits. He looks on him- 
ſelf as obliged to ſurpaſs in Virtue thoſe whom he ſur- 
_ paſſes in Station; to be true to his Go p and his 
Prince, upright and ſincere in all his Conduct, va. 
luiant upon every honourable Occaſion, exact in all the 
Duties of civil Life; and, in a word, to behave in 
ſuch a manner as to be diſtinguiſhed and reſpected by SL 
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all who know him. I muſt here add, that a Man 
may be truly noble without ever being 'enobled, like 
one who is Maſter of a Profeſſion, but does not en- 
joy the Privileges belonging to it. 


Happy then He on whom Fortune beſtowed Pre- 


deceſſors that were Great, and dignified in the World; 
He, by his very Birth, got half the way; but 
= ftill more happy He, who is bleſſed with Talents and 
Diſpoſitions that ſtimulate him to aſpire after the _ 
Qualities of a Hero, and has no occaſion but for 
himſelf alone to become one. I have made a kind 

2 of Excurſion here in reſpect to Nobility, becauſe * 
have frequently found you took Pleaſure, Madam, 
in talking of it, and in informing yourſelf of the 
true Endowments People ought | to TOS: in | ror 

to merit that Honour. ; „„ 
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9 Arrr, which, a me, Madan, i is 0 
very common in your Sex, is a Poiſon that 
taints the brighteſt Virtues : Tis a Vice ſo 
much the more dangerous, as it generally cleaves to 
What is moſt excellent, abaſing and corrupting it. 
Fly all Preſumption with regard to your own Merit, 
and never ſuffer it to enter into your Imagination, that 
you are more accompliſhed, more prudent, more 
: witty, or more refined than other People, which is an 
Error that would introduce a Diſorder into your whole 
Conduct. Self-love, which is both the Parent and 
E Nurſe of Vanity, does not only prevail ape us to be 
| D . too 
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ſpiſe others. 


The LADY S PRECEP TOR. 
too fond of ourſelves, but inclines us likewiſe to de- 


Not that I would have you appear diſconcerted at 


being complimented upon any good Qualities which 
you are really Miſtreſs of, ſo you did not throw out 
a Bait for it yourſelf. On the other hand, never turn 
a deaf Ear to Reproof, but invite your Friends to 
Freedom of animadverting g upon any thing they! ſhall _ 
; think amiſs in your Conduct. 
Ihe generality of Men delight themſelves in wün- 1 
| ing the Minds of young Females, by Encomiums _ 
founded on nothing but mere Complaiſance, which 
tend only to gain their Eſteem and Confidence, and 
ſometimes even their Heart too: This is a delicate 
Point ; for young Girls, who love being applauded, 
are but too ready to expreſs a Gratitude towards 
' thoſe who have been their Benefactors in that re- 
ſpect. In this Caſe, let a young Creature have ne- 
ver ſuch ſtrong Principles of Virtue, ſhe furniſhes * 
the Enemy with Arms to combat her with Succeſs: _ 
and I ſhall think her happy if ſhe eſcape a Man of | 
Art and Addreſs, who knows how to turn this Foi- : 


ble to his own Advantage. 


To prevent a Surpriſe of this nature, be more anxious 
to deſerve Praiſe than to receive it; nothing can ſo 
ſenfibly affect a generous Soul, as the tacit Reproach 

The caſts on herſelf when extolled for Excellencies 
' which ſhe knows in her Conſcience ſhe does not poſ- 


ſeſs. A Fine Woman is ſo often told ſhe is happy in 


every Accompliſhment, that at laſt ſhe-perſuades her- 
ſelf ſhe is ſo; if the can avoid therefore this Weak- 
neſs, and reſiſt the Pleaſure of hearing herſelf praiſed, 
{he may be pronounced a Heroine indeed. Accuſtom 
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not yourſelf therefore, Madam, willingly to receive, 
burt rather to deſpiſe thoſe ſoothing Adulations and 
fine Speeches which are frequently made you only to 
ſee how far you reliſh them, and to find if you can 
be melted into Compliances by them. The Tran- 
quillity of your Countenance, upon ſuch Occa- 
ſions, ſhould ſhew how mean a Value you ſet on 
them, and, by a little ſeaſonable Rallery at the 
ſame time, you may eaſily diſconcert theſe mighty | 
ES. FR and make them afraid to return to the At- 


198 Y Homiiry e PRIDE. 

: 7 Hoi Von it be impoſſible, Fair Lady to Z 
le Prevent your being ſenſible of the Beauty and 
5 7 Merit you are Miſtreſs of; however, you 
" 1 may pleaſe to remember, at the ſame time, that there 
j are others who enjoy more of both thoſe Perfections, 
: and who are ſtill more humble and modeſt than 

- _.., yourſelf. I have known, in my Time, ſeveral fine 
2: young Creatures, who ſeemed to be born for the 
_ Admiration of our Sex, and the Honour of their own, 
Y | verſedin every Branch of polite Literature, and ca- 
— 9 pable of talking both ſenſibly and gracefully upon 
Ti : every Topick that offer d, yet not being bleſſed with 
2 a ſufficient Degree of Modeſty to ſupport the 
7 Praiſes and Applauſes paid them by the Men, give 
5 themſelves up to Vanity and Self- ſufficiency, which - 
» | tarniſhed all that Splendor that POPE at erſt o 8 


21 render them immortal. 
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Young Ladies who have Beauty, have likewiſe 
too often a great deal of Pride; the Misfortune 
therefore which generally befalls them is, that they 

get into their Heads chimerical Notions of Gran- 
deur quite diſproportioned to their Condition, feed- 
ing themſelves with vain Hopes and imaginary De- 


pendencies z and what renders their Diſeaſe incura- 


ble is, that they every where meet with Flatterers 
who profeſs themſelves quite of their Opinion, and 
| buoy them up in their pernicious Error. If they. 
are Citizens, they would fain be Counteſſes; if they 
are Ladies of Faſhion, they muſt be Ducheſſes ; and, 
having no Friends to undeceive them, they are 
always miſerable, becauſe they can't content them- 
ſelves with any W below what their Ambition 
2 aſpires alter. 
„ have frequently 8 that thoſe who ne 1 
Es placed in Courts, and about the Perſons of Princeſſes, Y 
are apt to aſſume an Air of Affectation and Contempt, 
which makes them look on every thing as unpoliſhed 
and diſagreeable, which has not the Air of that Gran- 
deur they have been accuſtomed to: They think it 


would be a leſſening of themſelves to take up with 


2 Husband of the "fame Quality only with them- 
ſelves, becauſe they have often, perhaps, ſeen Princes 
at their Feet. You are not in this Situation, Madam; 
but let me tell thoſe who are, that theſe are Foibles 
_ which they may eaſily correct with a little good Senſe, 
and that they ſhould never loſe ſight of the Medio- 
crity of their own Condition, for fear the Pleaſures 
and Magnificence of another, which they only taſte 
en paſſant, ſhould make them intirely forget it; re- 


ficcting, that in caſe of a Reverſe of F ortune, they 
would 


| 
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would become — of 1 N and 
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dation of all the moral Virtues and Devoirs of Civil 


Life: The Affectation of a thing is a bad Imitation 
of it; and as the Temperament, or Conſtitution of 
the Mind, contributes greatly towards forming the 
Characters of People, every one ought to adhere to 
: that, and whoever ſwerves from it ſhews only that ſhe 
is leſs ridiculous for the bad Qualities ſhe has, than 
| for the good ones ſhe affects to have. 
D 4 Although 


FF ECTATION is an Error to which many 
young Perſons of your Sex, Madam, are 
W 5 I biet, eſpecially thoſe who reſide in the 
| Country: As they have but few living Examples for 
their Imitation, they endeavour to get what they can 
from Books, or, what is worſe, form themſelves upon 
very bad Models; hence their ſtarch'd over-ſtrain'd 
Countenances, their favourite Phraſes, and their re- 
Peating ten times over, ina Quarter of an Hour, ſome | 
Mond or Expreſſion that they have got a Notion is 
3 polite. Affectation mingles itſelf withall our Actions, 
and it requires Perfection to be entirely exempt from 
it. As we bring along with us into the World an in- 
finite number of Weakneſſes and Defects, we ſhould 
endeavour to conquer them by means of a good Edu- 
cation, and the Effort which Reaſon makes to throw 
them off. It is thus that a good Diſpoſition, or 
| Temper of Mind, is acquired, which is the Foun- 
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Although you may be a perfect Miſtreſs of any 


Art or Accompliſhment, never pique yourſelf upon 
it; or if you are deſired at any time to ſing, play on 
the Spinnet, or dance, don't let the Company fit long 
in Expectation, which is a very illbred, tho' a very 
common Practice. If you think you can ſucceed in 
v hat is deſired of you, chearfully give into it, other- 
wiſe excuſe yourſelf at once; but if they continue to 
preſs you, comply with their Requeſts in the beſt 
manner you can, and then no one can blame you, be 
it well or ill. Another little Memorandum which! 
| would give you under this Head, is that when you 
are preſent at any time where Muſick is performing, 
never to appear to beat Time with your Feet, Hands 


or Head, which is a maſculine and. e Ber 
: haviour, 


| 'TF 2 


Of Going fo cov RT, and CounTiERs, 


7 N 8 a Lady of your x Fabien, | Madam, can't 
avoid going ſometimes to Court, there is a 
good deal of Care required to turn it to 
your Advantage. Many things, with regard to 
_ Good-Breeding and Pehaviour, may certainly be 

| learnt there; but there are likewiſe a great many 
| Follies, which it would be culpable to copy. Moſt _ 
People o Quality, of both Sexes, are above being 
under any Conſtraint, or keeping up nicely to the 
| Rules of true Politeneſs in their Behaviour. Content 


yourſelf. therefore with appearing in the Drawing- 
Rcom upon Publick Days, and never entertain the 


low 
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low Ambition of being a Servant in it, let it be in 


the beſt Shape it will. However ſolid and con- 


firmed your Virtue may be, I would not anſwer for 


it were you to breathe the contagious Air of a Court. 


To be a Maid of Honour 1 is the readieſt 1 to be a F 
5 di he ang W. man. 


Of INSINCERITY. 


PPEAKING of the Court, Madam, natur- 
rally leads me to caution you againſt Diſſi- 
| £% mulation. Preſetve, with the utmoſt Vigi- 
| lance, that Sincerity and Plainneſs of Heart with 
which Heav'n has bleſſed you, and never deviate 
from the ſtrict Truth, or endeavour to appear what 
you are not. Integrity and Plain- dealing are Sus 
ties which, tho' too few poſſeſs, yet all pique them- 
ſelves upon; and Men, who will acknowledge the 
various other Errors they are guilty of, will never al- 
low that they are inſincere; the Reaſon of which is, 
that Sincerity is a Virtue which intirely depends 
upon the Will, and which therefore every one is 
capable of. Although one ſo young as you, Madam, 
cannot have had many Opportunities of exerting this 
Virtue hitherto; yet the Averſion you manifeſt for 
the oppoſite Qualities ſufficiently diſcovers the Ten- 
dency of your Heart, But as the beſt Inclinations 
may be warped by bad Example, and by aſſociating 
with contagious Company, be extremely cautious with 
whom you ; converſe much, or with whom you cul- 
tivate Friendſhips : and if, after you have engaged 


4 


. hd es 
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in any Ties of that nature, you ſhould find that you 
had been too precipitate in it, and were got in with 
Hypocrites and Diſſemblers, throw off all Inter- 


courſe with them at once, without Ceremony or 
Heſitation; any Reſentment they may ſnew for your 
quitting them in that manner, can't poſſibly be ſo 
5 detrimental to you as placing any longer Confidence 
in them would be. This piece of Advice is what 1 
would beg leave, Madam, to preſs home upon you, 
as it is that on which the 3 or ill LF Sucre of Life h 
> TROY n : 


- . * 7 AL E S * N 8 * . 2A, >, 3 ＋ * 2 


ri r. 


he E VER pique yourſelf upon having s 
great number of Friends, which is the 8 
232 Folly of abundance of People, Who be- 


ing willing to embrace all, hold none; they _ 
are generally very flight Friends, who are very 
| ready to profeſs themſelves ſuch: As nothing is 
more valuable than a ſincere and ſolid Friendſhip, 
1 requires a great deal of Time and Care to ob- 
tain it. Contract, therefore, Madam, but few 
Friendſhips, and thoſe with People of Merit, and 
after due Deliberation. The Virtue and good Con- 
duct of thoſe we enter into Alliance with is of 
the utmoſt Conſequence; for if their Reputation 
be any way blemiſhed, let us talk as much as we 
pleaſe that their Faults are perſonal, they will in 
ſome meaſure reflect upon us, be we never ſo in · 
nocent. 


Arcid : 
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Avoid as much as poſſible being alone with Men, 
eſpecially with only one. As you are very much ob- 
ſerved, young Lady, wherever you go, it is of the 
utmoſt Importance to you to be always found in 
good and proper Company. When you are not 
with that excellent Lady, your Mother, be only 
with ſuch as are agreeable to her Choice, which will 
> fecure you from being e to either * or 
= Cenſure. 
1 poſſible, indeed, that you may emen bs 
3 obliged, contrary to your Inclinations, to be in com- 
pany with thoſe whoſe Reputation in Life is not of 
dhe moſt unblemiſhed Caſt ; in that Caſe be ſingu- 
larly cautious of your Behaviour before them. As 
4 your Condutt is a ſtanding Reproach to theirs, they 1 
not fail to watch narrowly for ſomething to take ad- 
- vantage of in it, and will be induſtrious to publiſh 
and magnify « every little Slip they can poſſibly la 
hold of, in order to reduce you to a level with 
| themſelves. All you have to do, Madam, in this 
| Caſe, is to ſee ſuch People as ſeldom as you can, to 
talk with them as little as poſſible, to engage with 
them in nothing at all, and at the ſame time 
not to provoke them by any means, * you can 
help it. es 
If youare under a neceffity of living and conver 7 
ing with People in the World who are guilty of 
' Errors and Indiſcretions i in Life, endeavour, if they 
3 are either your Equals or Inferiors, to reform them 
with Gentleneſs and Candour; but if they are of a 
ſuperior Rank to yourſelf, your Buſineſs is to be 
ſilent, and not publiſh their Imperfections under 
pretence of being ſorry for them, which will have 
5 — 5 
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no effect upon them, and only diſcover Want of 
Charity and Prudence in yourſelt. 


Of ing Goop Orricrs. 


17758 E. always ready and folicitoun to do a Service py 
8 DE to any one, when an Opportunity offers; 
| 8 
Grace, do not indulge that little, pitiful, private 
EAN. which! is too often raiſed in People, by either 
the good Fortune or good Qualities of their Equals. 
Nothing can manifeſt a greater Selfiſhneſs, or Mean- 
neſs of Spirit, than to endeavour to injure or leſſen 
the Merit of another. Envy is the common Source. 
of Hatred, Calumny, Contention and Animoſity 
between Families, and indeed of the principal Rubs _ 
and Diſorders in Life. In order, therefore, to guard 
 effectually againſt this poiſonous Paſſion, reflect on 
the various Miſchiefs it produces, and have always 
before you that excellent Maxim of Morality, which 
is as natural as it is juſt, that is, To do as you would 
1 be done by. Endeavour to preſerve yourſelf always 
in an ealy, gay, agreeable Temper, as far as is con- 
fiſtent with Reaſon and Decorum; and be ſure never 
to aim at Singularity in any thing, except i in Mo- 
deſty, Good-fenle, and Good: nature. 


and, in order to do it with the better 


of 
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ane and RevenmHant. 


N 2 Evs R ſpeak to any one in an eager, con- : 
. ff temptuous or fretful manner ; 3 but when 
> a Provocation is given you, reflect that 
being in a Paſſion will only diſcover your own 
g Weakneſs; „ call Reaſon therefore inſtantly to your 
Aid, and let it extinguiſh | the firſt Emotions and 
_ Heats of Revenge: But ſhould the Affront be of 
ſuch a nature that tis neceſſary for you to ſnew a N.. 
| ſentment of ir, don't do it with Violence and Ani- _ 
moſity, nor ſuffer it to hurry you beyond yourſelf : 
Conſider, that if you can preſerve a Moderation 
= upon ſuch Occaſions as theſe, you'll ſpare yourſelf a 
great deal of Chagrin and Uneaſineſs in the Courſe 
of Life; and you'll acquire the more Eſteem 
by it, in Proportion as this Virtue i is very rare to 
be met with, even in thoſe too who ſet up for the 
| higheſt Perfection. Man, by the Excellency of his 
intellectual Faculties, approaches to what is moſt 
| ſublime in the Nature of Angels; but one half Quar: 
ter of an Hour of Anger tumbles him down from 
that Height, and places him below a Brute, where 
he often repents, when it is too late, that he gave 
himſelf up a Prey toſuch a hideous, and difreputable 
Paſſion ; I don't mean, however, that you ought to 
be inſenſible to all Injuries or Provocations, nor even 


perſuade you againſt diſcovering a quick Senſe of 


them, eſpecially if they tend to calt a Blemiſh on your 
Honour or Reputation; but ſtill you may ſpeak your 
Mind 
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Mind without Heat and Extravagance, or rendering 
Injuty for Injury; *tis by Reaſon and Mildneſs, not 


Clamour, that you'll get the better of your Adver- 
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ſary in the VEE" of all — and well-bred i 


1 People. 


Whatever juſtice paſſionate People may have on 


8 their fide, we are loth to allow it them ; the wild 
_ Diſcompoſure i it occaſions naturally turns us againſt 
them. Under the Power of this Demon Anger, the 
higheſt Beauty becomes Deformity ; the Face pale, 
the Lips livid, the Eyes flaming out in Revenge, the 

Voice loud and boiſterous, the Joints trembling with 

the tumultuous Motion of the Spirits, whilſt Reaſon 

is dethroned, and lawleſs Fury uſurps her Empire: 

and when the Courſe of Nature is thus ſet on fire, 


the T ongue, that unruly Member, will be ſure to 


put in for its Share of Extravagancy, and ſpeak 


proud and fooliſh things: And thus, with a blind and 
undiſtinguiſhing Courage, our Paſſion falls foul upon 
every thing that comes in its way, confounding all 
Diſtinctions of Times, Perſons and Circumſtances, 
forgetting all Obligations, and neither fearing God 
nor regarding Man. In ſhort, this Paſſion, when it 

is not under the Check of Reaſon, is a moſt accom- 

pliſh'd Madneſs, and does more expoſe and leſſen us 

in the Judgment of wiſe Men, than the Malice of 

| the greateſt Enemy could poſſibly do. 


* 


1 have placed this Portrait before you, Madam, i in 


order to give you an Abhorrence of what it repre- 
ſents. The natural Sweetneſs and Delicacy of your 


Temper ſeems indeed to make ſuch a Diſſuaſive un- 


; neceſſary but the various Viciſſitudes and Occur- 
rences of Lite : are too frequently found to have an 


Ra td 
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unhappy Influence here, which may be prevented by 


fortifying your Reſolution with a juſt Idea of the 
; Deformity of this Paſſion. = 


Of GrnTLewEss and Mops Tv. 


Y E208 Ro M combating Anger 1 naturally paſs to L 
be Support of its oppolite Virtues, Gentle- 
2% neſs and Modeſty. Theſe are Qualities ſo 
_ eſſential to your Sex, that without them all others, 
however ſingular and brilliant, have nothing amiable 
in them, A young Lady remarkable for them, as 
you are, Madam—why, her Eyes, her Words, her 
Carriage, her Actions, and every Movement of her 
Mind, are free from Affectation or Indecency. By 
Modeſty, I mean a Diſpoſition oppoſite to that con- 
-  fident, raſh, inconſiderate Temper, which i is ſo ex- 
* tremely diſagreeable and unbecoming in the Fair 
Sex; a certain ſoft, refined and compoſed Behaviour, 
' which crowns the Buſineſs of an accompliſh'd Con- 
duct, and adds a Grace to every other Grace. This 
Quality i is ſo very neceſlary, that all who would make 
themſelves pleaſing and acceptable, are obliged to 
call in either the Virtue itſelf, or the Reſemblance of 
it, to their Aſſiſtance. One who is guilty of all thoſe _ 
5 Tranſgreſſions, which we'll rather imagine than 
mention, if ſhe will but put on the Mask of Mo- 
deſty, will pleaſe at leaſt in this reſpect, and 
under that Veil conceal the Irregularities of her 
Heart, eſpecially from thoſe who have not had fla- 
grant Proofs of them. I have heard it debated, in 


the beſt Company, whether it were not better for a 


2 


Woman 
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Woman to have ſome Faults, with a great deal of 

| Modeſty, than to be free from every one, except f 
* the Want of Modeſty, and found Judgment a 2 
j given in favour of the former. | 
} | 
| 1 
1 07 Keeping and Inparting St 1 c R E 1 8. | 
1 HERE is nothing i in the Commerce of the , 
| T 8 World more commendable, than the reli- | 
3 98 giouſly keeping of whatever Secret may be | 
„ . committed to us; for this is a ſacred and inviolable | 
Depoſite. Should a Friend, therefore, from the 


 Efteem ſhe has of you, intruſt you with one at any 
time, don't imagine, Madam, that under any Pre- 
text you may impart it to another Friend, who may 
not perhaps keep it better than yourſelf. This would 
not only be Treachery to the former, but a Diſco- 5 
very of your Weakneſs at the ſame time to the latter, 
who will take care, if ſhe have any Prudence, of ; 


ever placing a Confidence in you. The Science of =_ XL 
' Secrecy ought to be ſo much more eſteemed by you,. 


Madam, as it is rare in your Sex, and as what you'll — 
7 meet with a thouſand Occaſions for the Practice of i 3 
3 Life. Conſider that a Secret revealed, often pro- _ 
1 | duces infinite Miſchiefs; but if you once have ac- 5 


e ee 
FR ©2660 


quired the Reputation of being diſcreet and reſerved | 
in this reſpect, every one will regard you as an in- $ 
valuable Treaſure, and you may eaſily make yourſelf © 
Miſtreſs of all the Intentions of their Hearts, How- 
ever, I would adviſe you, by all means, never to 
pique yourſelf upon being let into the Secrets of the 
Great, which | is a Folly 1 in too many of thoſe WhO 
have 
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have Acceſs to them; nor to be even very forward 
in receiving Truſts of that nature from them, which 
often prove troubleſom Burdens to us. In a word, 
Madam, there is no greater Mark, both of Polite- 
neſs and Good- ſenſe, than the Talent of preſerving 


both our own Secrets and thoſe of our Friends. If 


you have, therefore, any thing yourſelf, which you 
would keep concealed from the World, impart it 
not to any one, whoſe F idelity you may not be very 
well convinced of; and it is a difficult matter to be 


* ſure of that, as the World runs now, when ſcarce 


any thing but Diſguiſe and Self-intereſt prevail. Not 
that I would have you ſo very delicate and reſerved, 


as to confide in no body, this would render your = 


Life uncomfortable, as well as betray too ſuſpicious 
and ſingular a Temper, but I only adviſe you to act I 
with Caution in the Caſe. 


You young Ladies are too ſubject to hes raſh 
| and indiſcriminate Confidence in others, either by the 


. Complaints you make of ſome third Perſon, whom _ 


1 you imagine has offended you, or by the ſecret Plea- | 


ſiure you take in publiſhing the Follies of another, or 
in degrading and leſſening any one whoſe good Qua- 
lities ſeem to rival your own; which is a Practice as 


5 unjuſt as it is mean and diſhonourable. It is likewiſe _ 


but too certain, that moſt of the Indiſcretions Wo- 


maeen are guilty of with our Sex ariſe from their in- 


truſting them with their Secrets or Complaints, of 
which we know how to make our Advantage, and by 
 aneans whereof they are often drawn i into Difficultics 


| which * at firſt lirtle e 
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vY Receiving * paying Vi SITS. 


65 SHALL ſay nothing to you, Fair Lady, 


you ſhould enter a Room or publick Place ; how ad- 


dreſs or take leave of the Company; nor ſhall I 
give Directions with regard to the mechanical Part 
of your Education, as Singing, Dancing, Playing 
on Muſical Inſtruments, and a thouſand other Parti- 
culars, which would be uſeleſs as well as endleſs; 3 
theſe are Leſſons which I leave to the Maſters in 
thoſe ſeveral Profeſſions, under whoſe Tuition you 
may be; but as to the Bufineſs of Viſits, wherever 
you make them, never pique yourſelf in being the 
firſt to begin the Converſation, either by asking im- 
pertinent Queſtions, or ſaying things that don't pro- 
perly and naturally offer; diſdaining at the fame time 
to be one of thoſe who, for want of ſomething to 
ſay, fall a careſſing the firſt Lap-dog or Squirrel that 
comes to their Relief. If the Occaſion of the Viſit 
does not afford you a Subject for Converſation, take 
care not to be ſo unprovided with one, as to be ob- 
liged to the Weather or the Hour of the Day for 
it. It would not be at all amiſs to conſider, before- 
hand, what Topicks are ſuitable to the Company you 


of the external Forms to be obſerved in ei- 
ther Receiving or Paying of Viſits; how |: 


nt TR . 2 - * 
. ne 


are going to ſee, and to make yourſelf in ſome mea- 1 


ſure Miſtreſs of them, leſt they themſelves ſhould 


not furniſh you with ſuch; only take care at the ſame 


time, that there be no Appearance of Affectation 


and Vanity, nor of ſervile Flattery and Complai- 
fance ; ; 
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8855 but let all you ſay be eaſy, natural and n mo- 
deſt, as well as agreeable to ſtrift Juſtice and Truth. 
| There are many People of Good-ſenſe, who talk 


very little upon theſe Occaſions, for fear of drop- 


ping any thing that might be made a bad uſe of, 
perceiving a great deal of Indiſcretion and Perfidy 


in moſt Companies they converſe with; whilſt others, 


on the contrary, chatter without Intermiſſion, 2 
by too much endeavouring to ſhew their Wit, Ove 


they have none at all to ſhew. * 
When another Perſon is ſpeaking never r interrupt 


> theDiſcourſe by ill-rimed Queſtions, or by a Deſire 
of faying what juſt then preſents upon the Subject, 
but wait for an Interval to offer what you ſhall 
> think good. If you tell a Story at any time, avoid 
making long Digreſſions, or relating every round- 
about Circumſtance, which ſome People are ſo ridi- 
culouſly minute and tedious in, that they themſelves 
often forget where they begun, or where they left 
off; but plunge at once into the middle of your 
| Narrative, and take no notice of any thing but what 


is abſolutely neceſſary to the Tale; by which means 


you'll the bettet keep up the Attention of your 
Hearers, and likewiſe give others room to tell theirs 


in their turn. 
If I may be permitted, under this Head of Viſie- : 


: ing, to introduce ſo high a Particular, I would adviſe 
you, whenever you go to Court, to obſerve our excel! 
| Tent Princeſs with the utmoſt Attention, in whom you 


will find every thing to imitate that is Great and Ami» 


able; where Majeſty fits enthroned with all the Loves 


and Graces in her Retinue, and in whoſe very Coun- 
tenance dwell Purity and Benevolence of Soul. : 
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Of Ecorion, 


N "I N ot: N NN 8 DE 


Of the IMITATION of Others. 


2 marks on the Behaviour and Converſation of 


. 15 X <4 E induſtrious always to make accurate Re- 


lous, and not to be equal'd. This is the very Cha- 


racter of Ignorance ſelf: and methinks 1 ſhould not 
ED | care 


You N F al the Foibles young People are fubjet to 


Cans + to themſelves, or importing Y - 2 
Wards others, than continual Egotiſms, or the ridicu- | 
lous Practice of Self- Panegyrick. How many do we | 
daily meet with in Company, who plague you to 
Death with their own Management or Exploits, and 
make I the little Hero of each Tale, arreſting you, if 
you endeavour to be gone, to inform you of Things 
Which are foreign to every one but themſelves, and 
detaining you to liſten to them out of Complaiſance/, 
whilſt at the ſame time you wiſh to fly them as you b 
would the Peſtilence. The Art of Pleaſing, Ma- 
: dam, is to talk with others of their own Intereſts 1 — 
and Concerns, and not of Yours — : 


People of an eſtabliſhed Merit and Reputa- 
tion, and endeavour to carry off every thing that you 
ſee in them proper for you to imitate. Never bluſh 
to acquire Inſtruction; but at the ſame time be not 

of that number who cry up every thing as marvel- 


* 
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care to let the World know that Ignorance and | & 
were ſo nearly related. | 


C ee 


* Eves E R make 1 Conplimens, þ nor - ſtand fs 
2 upon tedious Ceremonies, which are on -- \ 
S& troubleſom and ridiculous, The higher Conn: 
dition People are of a Behaviour of this kind towards 
them is the more impertinent, as it impoſes upon them 
dhe trouble of a Return; on the ſame account ve 
ſimould not perſiſt in refuſing; any Mark of Favour or 
j DiſtinCtionthat ſuch Perſons would confer onus. When 
you receive Viſits you mult never diſpenſe with pro- 
per Civility and Complaiſance, however familiar you 
may be with the Perſons; for it is better to have 
them ſay you are more ceremonious than you need 
be, than to have them accuſe you of being deficient _ 
in Reſpect. There are many in the World who 
are extremely delicate upon this Article of Cere- 
mony, and look upon the leaſt Omiſſion of it in any 
body as a Mark of their not having the Regard and 
_ Eſteem for them which they expected. When you 5 
= have ſuch People to deal with the beſt way is to 
comply ſomething with their Foible, to be all Com- 
= plaiſance, and diſpute nothing they ſay. I own that 
Viſits of that kind are very tireſom and diſagreeable 
to thoſe who receive them; but, alas, there is no being 
in theWorld without bearing a little with che 1 | 
fections of its Tenants. 
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of ui Cure TIONS. 


d Nor HER Maxim, Madam, which I would 
> have you lay down to yourſelf, 1s never to 


\ 


e275 inquire after a thing which 1 it is not neceflary 
you ſhould be inform'd of. For inſtance, fup- 
| Poſe you meet an Acquaintance in the Street, or 
on the Road, tis quite want of Good-breeding to 
ask where they are going, or whence they came; 
which is a very common Compliment from thoſe 
who know no better. Such Queſtions as theſe 
| are extremely indiſcreet; for there may often be 
| Reaſons when they cannot be properly anſwered, 
and conſequently they muſt then « create a Confuſion 
on both Be. 


of 7. 4 1 K IN G before Servants. 


: : N Converſation at Table, or elſewhere, be 
particularly cautious, when Servants are pre- 


ſent, not to let a Word ſlip but what is juſt, 


| reaſonable, and inoffenſive; conſidering always be- 
fore you ſpeak, and preventing the Vivacity of your 
Imagination from betraying your Caution. I have 
known many Miſchiefs ariſe from want of Circum- 
ſpection in this reſpect ; for thoſe Gentry ſeldom put 
_ the beſt Conſtruction on what * 9 5 or leſſen in 
the telling. 


4 - 
0 


The LADY's PRECEP TOR. 


Al N Y be \ X 8 4 | 3 . n 0 ” Ee ) 
ieee 


- * 


of Br HAVIOUR towards rude young Fellows. 


BF 0 will ſometimes, even in the beſt of 
N en meet with preſumptuous, impu- 


dent young Fellows, who think themſelves 
at t liberty to ſay or do any thing from the good Opi- 


nion they have of their own Perſons. In this caſe, 


' your Buſineſs is to avoid, as much as poſſible, either 
converſing with them, or liſtening to them; and 
if they offer at ſaying any thing that is too free, and 
contrary to the Decency and Reſpect they ought to 
ſhew you, don't reflect upon their Ill- treatment in 
harſh Terms, but immediately diſengage yourſelf 
with Civility, and retire without Affectation or aſ- 
fam uming the Air of Prudery or Diſdain. The Vexa- 
| tion at being repulſed will otherwiſe make them im- 


pertinent; and as ſuch Perſons don't always want 


Wit, though they want Good-manners, they would 
have their Revenge on you by inventing Scandals, 
which might caſt a Blemiſh on the moſt unſpotted 
Reputation; and you Know, Madam, that true 
Virtue ſtands not in need of cither 1 ſtern or 


; 3 * 


Of R 1D 1 v * 
UN Ev ER endeavour to divert yourſelf with 


1 


J or take any Advantage of the Simplicity and 
Deza Incapacity of others, eſpecially of either 

F ools or Children, Mend or inform them it you 5 
E 4 „ 


> 
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can; but if you can't do that, pity them at leaſt + 
Neither indulge, Madam, that criticiſing, ridiculing 


Temper which ſuffers nothing to eſcape it; and 


which is always prying after ſomething to raiſe 2 
Laugh at another's Expence. If any one ſhould be 
guilty of a Miſtake in Company where you are | 
preſent, don't, if poſſible, appear to have perceived 
it; but if it be too flagrant for you to pretend Igno- 
rance, ſo far from diverting yourſelf with it, as too 
many will, endeavour to excuſe and pallizte it it in the 3 
belt manner you can. © 
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3 H E State of publick Affairs, and the Cha- = | 
racters of publick Perſons, are Subjects very 

5 W improper for a young Lady's Converſation. 

EG Preſerve a Complacence for your F riends in each 2 
Bn Party, without ſiding with either. Engaging in poli- 1 


tical Controverſies is apt to produce an Eagerneſs 
and Sourneſs both of Temper and Expreſſion, which 
are Oppoſites to that delicate and diſpaſſionate way 
of Converſe ſo requiſite in your Sex. This Practice 
is likewiſe frequently of very ill conſequence to 


thoſe who indulge in it. Scarce any Company you 


can be in, but there is ſome body or other who has ei- 
ther Liking or Diſtaſte to, or has received Favours or 
Injuries from thoſe who may be mention'dupon ſuch | 
* Occaſions, and who will afterwards remember in 
earneſt what you perhaps only meant as a Jeſt, | 


Y 


The Lavy's Parcyeron, 
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of truſting 7 APPEARANCES and Rrroxzs. 


Have ofien Avid you, Madam, not to 
give too eaſily into Appearances, and eſpe- 
5 cially into the Marvellous of Things. You 
Do muſt not place too great Credit, in the intercourſe of 
L. ife, to any thing but what is within reach of your 
own Eyes and Knowledge; you will be told an infi- 
nite number of things, for which it is ſufficient 
for you to have an hiſtorical F aith, and which you 
dougght to regard no farther than as they relate either 
to your own Intereſt, that of your. F riend, or that 
W g 
5 Particular Care ought to be wken i in chis Reſpect, 5 
with regard to the high and mighty Characters which 5 
are given of thoſe who are in eminent Dignity and 
: Splendor of Life. How many have found them- 
ſelves deceived by having too readily, and upon the 
Credit of others, raiſed Temples to thoſe who have 
not even deſerved a Grave, whilſt they knew nothing ” 
of them but what they had from the Panegyricks 
ä ſpread abroad upon them: They were dazzled with — | 
'* the Glare of their Characters, and the wonderful TT 
tdtings related of them, but, when they came to exa- © = 
mine ſtrictly into the matter, they perceived that 
theſe Men, who were ſaid to be Gods before, were as 
wicked and weak as any of their Fellow-Mortals. 
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too eaflly, bs in * relates 4 to our 
Sex. This ſprings from their not having expe- 
rienced the Infidelity of Men, and how little Confi- 

| dence ought to be placed in what — Foes or 

; ſwear 3 therefore, young Te i 


Raul this and learn, When we mf 2 eal impart, 
Wer re FP 880 thorough Atheiſts at rhe Heart. 
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save 


2 are two of the e; of all View,” 3 - 
Dees they are the Parents of moſt. Pride and 
Luxury, with a long Retinue, are their pernicious Þ 
Offspring. And indeed the idle Perſon could not © 
I poſſibly know how to paſs her Hours, if ſhe had not 1 
| Ik!ndulgences of every kind to fweeten ſome, and the 
i AHfolicitous Deckings of Vanity to take up others. 
| How many Hours are her pretty Morning Eyes lifted 
= up to nothing but a Glaſs? That thin Shadow of 
herſelf is the Idol to which ſhe pays all her Devo- 
tions! and when, with much Care and Time, ſhe . 
has arrayed and marſhalled out herſelf, ſhe ſpends as 
much more too in the Complacency of viewing this; 
with eager Eyes and Appetite, ſurveying every Part, 
as if 0 dreſt a Proſpect for herſelf. And why all 
this? 
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this? Why then truly ſhe is in a condition to loiter 
away the reſt of the Day in ſlaying of Hearts or Re- 
putations ; either in imprudent Galantries with thoſe 
of our Sex, or impertinent Viſits with thoſe of her 


own. Here, though idle in what concerns herſelf, 


ſhe becomes buſy enough in other People's Affairs. 
As ſhe has no other Ecoployment for her Time but 


Talking, and has neither ſo much Virtue as to de- 
 lightin talking good things, nor ſo much Wit as ta 


be able to fay innocently diverting ones, ſhe muſt of 


neceſſity talk of others, cenſure and defame. This is 


indeed her only poignant Converſation. Gall is Sauce 
to all her Entertainments. Tis the Poiſon of Aſps 
that is under her Lips, which gives Reliſh to her Dif- 
_ courſes, Theſe, Madam, are ſome of the Brood of 
Idleneſs; in order to avoid the Snare of which, re- 
gularly parcel out your Time, and allot a proper Pro- 
vince to every Part of it; but as ſmall a one as you 


pPlleaſe to Viſiting and Diverſions, which ingroſs the = 5 


5 datos of moſt of your Station and Sex. 
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{1 of appearing often in Punricx Fiess 


oon Ladies who have Beauty to boaſt, 
are deſirous of being ſeen and admired, and 
dee in order to that are induſtrious in frequent- 
ing publick Aſſemblies, Play-houſes, and the Park; 
but remember, Madam, that a Beauty concealed is 
more eſteemed and purſued than one who is every 


Day expos'd to the Sight of the whole World. You 


know the [talian Device, Madam, for a Roſe new- 


Y blown ; ; + yon? men 2 monfira tanto 2 pit bella, 
The 


66 The LADY's PRECEPTOR, 
The more ſhe's ſhewn the leſs ſhe's fair. But what 
ſhocks me moſt of all is to ſee young Perſons of 
your Sex and Condition appear, as tis at preſent the 

| Faſhion for them to do, at publick Spectacles of 
Terror and Barbarity, ſuch as Executions, Prize- 
fightings, c. which betrays the moſt unaccountable 
Depravity both of Taſte and Temper, and is a flagrant 

5 888 of a cruel 3 and 2 Heart. . 
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_ Of Hovswirny. _ 
o may think it, perhaps, a low Part of 
e963 Inſtruction to adviſe you any thing with 
ACER regard. to Family Tranſactions. No mat- 
f ter, Madam, tis a neceſſary one. While you are 
thus young then, and under your Mother's Di- 
rections, endeavour to make yourſelf Miſtreſs of 
every thing proper in that reſpect, by which you 
may eaſe her, as well as inform yourſelf. Look 
round you, and obſerve if the various Domeſticks 
diſcharge their reſpective Duties; but at the ſame . 
time lay it down for a Maxim, never to treat tem 
in an imperious Manner, or with an Air of Con- 
tempt, which will only procure you Hate from them 
Inſtead of Submiſſion and Reſpect. When they doo 
well, obtain Rewards and Encouragements for them 
5 when the contrary, inform them of it, and reprove {| 
them with Mildneſs ; if that won't do, you may 
proceed to Threats ; but never be the Cauſe of their 
Diſmiſſion, unleſs all gentler Methods fail. You 
| ſhould not think it beneath you neither to be ac- 
quainted with Weights, Meaſures, and the Value of 
every thing neceſſary in a Houſe ; when you come to 
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be Miſtreſs of a Family yourſelf, Madam, you'll find 
this Knowledge, which may now look trifling to 
vou, a very conſiderable Treaſure. 
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N the Concerns of Fortune, as well as Life, 


Multitudes are brought into bad Circum- 


BR ſtancesfrom trifling Neglects,rather than from 


any great Miſconduct in material Affairs. People are 


too apt to think lightly of ſmall Sums, till the Defi- 


ciency in the greater Article ſhews em their Miſtake, 
ns dt conſidering that Pounds are made up of Shillings 
and Pence. Beſides, Madam, I would have you re- 
flect, that thoſe who live at an unlimited Expence ge- 
nerally become the Subjects of publick Rallery ; ; whilſt Ds 
the very Perſons, who reaped the Fruits of their Ex- ⸗- 
travagance, are the firſt to join in the Laugh againſt 
them. But, at the ſame time, be extremely cautious 
not to fall into the oppoſite Error of Nearneſs and = 
 Avarice. This is the moſt mean and odious of all Diſ- 
| poſitions. No, Madam, judge as nicely as you canhow 
far is ſuitable to your Income and Station, and if you 
muſt be guilty of ſome exceſſes in this Article of Ex- 
pence, I had rather it were on the ſide of Liberality, 
than on the contrary. Fools have always an Ambition 
imitating thoſe in their Way of Living, who are more 
wealthy and better able than themſelves, and ſo reckon 2 
every thing neceſſary that ſuch have; whilſt People of 
Senſe judge for themſelves, and proceed agreeably to 
what they know of themſelves, by which means they 
are always able to ſupport their own Condition, with- 


out having occaſion for the Aſſiſtance of others. 
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o the i fo a young Lavr, 85 


% T is not neceſſary for a young Lady to be a 
Scholar, but yet a Knowledge of ſome of the 
; 2 foreign Languages in vogue, ſuch as French 


and alien, as well as a thorough Skill in her own, is 


highly requiſite. Writing agood Hand likewiſe, toge- 5 


ther with Arithmetick, or caſting Accounts, as it is 


| called, are very neceſſary Accompliſhments; for how- 
cver mechanick the latter may be thought by your 


falſe Pretenders to Politeneſs, it is of great Service in 


preſerving you from being obliged to rely on other 
People, who may either impoſe on you, or at beſt be 


impoſed on themſelves. Writing a good Hand too, 


and even ſpelling well, are held in contempt by theſe 
People of Taſte, which made one of our Poets very 
Juſtly, as well as ſatirically, remark upon reading a Su- 


perſcription of a Letter, where was the Reverſe of both 


the abovemention'd Particulars, That it came from a 
Pp Perſon of n ee r — No 2 1 


LITT ER“ Weir e 
fs HR is not a more improving, as well as 4 


more agreeable Entertainment, Madam, than 
| 1 chat of Writing Letters, They ate Emanations 


; of ourſelves, by which we do, as it were, talk and act 
in ſeveral Places at a time. Beſides, they are of the ut- 
moſt Advantage in our Intercourſe with the World; a 
Letter, well wrote, is frequently of great Aſſiſtance in 


Matters of the higheſt Importance to us, as it is a 


known Thing that there are many who can write with 


more | 
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more Eloquence and Force than they can ſpeak. This 
is a great means of keeping up ſerviceable Friendſhips, 


rectifying many Mifapprehenſions, and appeaſing fic. 


tle Reſentments and Diſcontents. It is likewiſe an a- a 


greeable way of employing your Genius and Wit, and 

makes pure and elegant Expreſſions familiar to you, 
eſpecially when you correſpond with ſuch as are polite 

themſelves. There is as great a Variety of Rules for 


Writing well, as for Talking well; the Ignorance of 1 


moſt of your Sex, therefore, in this Science, who ge- 
nerally are guilty of as many Faults as they pen Words, 
ariſes from their not caring to be at the pains required 
to excel in it. Not but this Talent of Letter- writing . 
may be turned to ſeveral idle and pernicious Purpoſes, 
by looſe and unguarded Minds; however that is no 


more than every excellent Acquirement is obnoxious 


_ obſerve theſe few ſhort Rules in the Practice of it, ne- 


Fer, unleſs upon ſome ſingular Emergency which may , 
warrant it, to write to any one but of your own Sex, 


| to, and is therefore no Objection to it in general: Only 


Hor to any bat of ſuch a Quality and Reputation as 
| That your Correfpondence with them may bring no 


Reflexion on yourſelf, nor to any one whoſoever, 
without the Permiſſion of thoſe under whoſe Juriſ- 
diction you may be, and before whom you may — * E 


5 lay the whole of your yh dee e 


_ 4 IJ ”'S 
n 
of 


. 


2 * See i 202) 


Of the Chorce and Entertainment bY Book s. 


22 C N 


s do the Choice of your Books, Madam, * 
would be too tedious to be here particular i m--- 

that reſpect, neither have I any Occaſion, be- 
* * convinced of your Diſcerament and De- 


licacy 
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licacy in it. Tou are neither fond, 1 know, of Nos, 


vels or Romances, becauſe you juſtly judge that both: 


the Fictitious and the Marvellous leave falſe Notions 


and Images upon the Mind, which produce nothing, 


either advantageous or ſolid. Moral Fables, and even 


Plays of the ſame Tendency, may have ſomething in- 


5 ſtructive, as well as pleaſing in them; as to the latter, 


a well- wrote Tragedy raiſes in the Mind a conſcious 


Terror, or excites agenerous Compaſſion; whilſt its 
Siſter, Comedy, like a witty Lecturer, both laugis 
and laſhes Vice and Folly out of Countenance: For 

the firſt read Shakeſpear, Otway, and Racine; and for | 
the latter, I can recommend but few, except the cele- 
brated Moliere, who is as preferable for his Chaſtity 
and Moral, as he is for his Wit and Humour, to the 
reſt of our modern Writers. As to Hiſtory, Madam, 


I think a competent Knowledge in that of your own 
- Country, and of a few of her Neighbours, whom ſhe 


is more intimately concerned with, is quite ſufficient 
fora young Lady; ; not that there could be any harm, 
at the ſame time, in knowing that Achilles was a Gre- 
cCian, Pompey a Roman, and the celebrated Cleopatra no 
more than a crafty Gipſy. For Books in Divinity be 
directed by the moſt virtuous and rational of ſuch of 
your Friends as are engaged in that Profeſſion- | 


Philoſophy, I think, Madam, is a Study without a 


Lady's Sphere; and if you are either told or read 


enough of it to know that the Earth moves round the 


Sun, and not the Sun round the Earth; that the Eclipſe 

| of that Luminary is occaſioned by the Moon's Interpo- = 
ſition between it and the Earth, and the Eclipſe of the 
Moon by the like Interpoſition of the Earth between 
it and the Sun; that the Flux and Reflux of the Tide 
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6 owing to the Influence of that ſame Moon upon the 
Occan; that Thunder and Lightning are mere natural 
Cauſes, and that when it Hails there is no Fracture in 


the Skies, as the poor Pagans believe who conceive it 


to be made of Glaſs; that if a Comet appears the 


World's not therefore at an end; and laſtly, that £ 


twelve O'Clock at Night is not twelve o'Clock at 


Noon, as you Ladies, by your way of Life, ſeem at 


| preſent to think.--When your Reading in that Branch 
of Literature, I ſay, has gone as far as all this, Madam, 


tts full time for you to put a ſtop toits fartherProgreſs. 


 Thereare two Particulars more, with regard to Books, - 


' which I beg leave to give you my Advice in; one of 


Which is, to read through what Book you pleaſe upon - 


one Subject before you begin upon another, and not 


to load your Memory with. a confuſed Maſs of diffe- 


rent Ideas and Images, which will be the Cauſe of 7 


your retaining nothing as you ought, and of your © 


5 being acquainted with things only by halves. 


Alter all, Madam, the Diverſions of Reading, if 5 
= they are well choſen, entertain and perfect at the ſame 
time, and convey Wiſdom and Knowledge through 
* Pleaſure. In converſing with Books we may chooſe 
our Company, and diſengage without Ceremony or 
Exception; we need not undergo the Penance of a 
dull Story from a Coxcomb of F. igure; but may ſhake 
off the Haughty, the Impertinent and the Vain at plea- 


| ſure: Beſides, Authors, like you Ladies, generally 


dreſs when they make a Viſit. Reſpect to themſelves = 
makes them poliſh their Thoughts, and exert the Force 


of their Underſtandings more than they would, or can 
do, in common Converſation; fo that the Reader has, 


as it were, the Spirit and Eſſence in a narrow Com- 


E i Pas. 
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paſs. Books are a Guide in Vouth, and an Enter- 
tainment for Age; they relieve us under Solitude, and 
keep us from being a Burden to ourſelves, help us to 
_ glide over the Rubs of Life, and lay our Cares and Diſ- 
appointments aſleep; and, in a word, when well ma- 
e rund ee n and Cn 


. 


wiſe of Modeſty to thoſe whoa are deſirous to extricate 


them- 


N Ro the Choice of Books, which: are e the 
Press of the Mind, I deſcend to Clothes, 
$F2/% which are the Ornaments of the Body; and 
hos: Madam, be always genteel without Aﬀectationz 
It is a common Saying, that /uch a one is as clean as 
Bride, and indeed being ſo always is certainly a good 
Step towards, becoming one; for there is nothing gives 
a Man a meaner Opinion of a Woman, than too much 
Careleſneſs and Negligence in this reſpect : It is 
very commendable therefore in a young Lady, a0 -: 
diſtinguiſh herſelf in this reſpect, provided neither 
Vanity or Exceſs appear in the Practice of it. Let 
your Dreſs be always agrecable to your Condition, g 
by exceeding that you'll only make yourſelf the 
Jeſt of your Equals, and the Scorn of your Supe- 
riors. Follow the Example of thoſe whoſe Conduct 
"0 this Particular is generally approved, and never 
5 make the Choice and Colour of a Silk, the Chaſing ÞB 
of an Equipage, the Water of a Brilliant, or any of 
thoſe exterior Ornaments which only glitter on the 
Senſes a Buſineſs of ſuch Importance as too many do. 
By this means you will not only deliver yourſelf from 
an irk ſom Piece of Slavery, but you'll be a Model like- 


v '%F 
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themſelves from the Extravagance of Faſhion. We 
frequently judge of Perfons by their Habit, and are 
ſeldom or ever miſtaken by ſo doing. Good-ſenſe, or 
the Want of it, appears in every thing we put on. For 
private Perſons to go pompous, either in Equipage or 
Clothes, is but a vain- glorious Publication of their 
Grandeur, a ſilent triumphing over the Inferiority of 
bthers, and proclaiming themſelves to be Some- ody; 
whereas a modeſt Perſon would think it more agreea- 
ble to conceal, than to make a needleſs Oſtentation of 
3 his Wealth. Would it not look odd for a Soldier to 
give in a Hiſtory of his Valour in Converſation? Or for 
2 Man of Learning to make Harangues upon his own 
Parts and Performances, and tell the Company how- 
ignorant they are in reſpect of him? And the Caſe 
- here is juſt the ſame. Believe me, Fair Lady, true 
Politeneſs does not conſiſt in being carried about in 
gilt Cars, trickt out in foreign Gewgaws, and eſcorted _ 
by a Troop of burniſhed Slaves. An Ape, in theſe | 
reſpects, may be as polite as an Emperor. People, 
” who are diſtinguiſhed by Fopperies of this kind, ſhew _ 
they are conſcious of having little other Worth, and 
that the greateſt part of their Gentility is owing to their 
Wardrobe. Having nothing to recommend them to 
the Eſteem of the Judicious, they are contented to take 
up with the Ceremony of the Ignorant, and, witha _ 
little Pageantry and Glare, draw the gazing unthinking 
Vulgar to admire them. However, Madam, notwith- 
| ſtanding what I have here ſaid againſt the Luxury of 
Preſs, which is carried to ſuch a criminal Height 
amongſt us at preſent, ſome Grains of Allowance mutt 
be made to young Ladies of your Fortune and Di- 
: ſtinction: A well- choſen Dreſs may carry aGracetul- 
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neſs with it, and ſhew a Delicacy and Exactneſs of 


F ancy in the Wearer, As to the reigning Mode I 
ſhould chooſe, were I in your place, Madam, neither 
to lead nor to lag in it, provided it were modeſt and 
decent, much leſs to run into the contrary Extreme, 
and make myſelf ſingular by being out of it. 


1 ſhall take up no more of your valuable Time, ” 


Fair Lady, upon this Head, than to make it my ear- 
| neſt Requeſt to you, to take every Opportunity of 
encouraging and recommending the Products and Ma- 


nufactories of your native Country, and baniſhing all 


= the Tinſel of foreign Incroachers. Such an Example as 
yours will create a general Emulation, and the firſt in 
TY then, as the Poet ſays, will be the 25 _ 


Of Bunavtovn at TABL. 5 


_ * Avi NG thus, Madam, gone "with you he 8 
the Ceremonies of the Dreſſing- Room, give 
me leave to ſec you in the next place ſeated 


8 Table, where there are a great many Rules and De- 
cCcrums to be obſerved. The Head, Arms, and Eyes 
ougghtt to maintain their ſeveral Poſts, ſo that a Grace 


: and Symmetry may flow from the whole Body. It is 


very unbecoming in a young Lady to look round and 
examine the ſeveral Diſhes, or to talk of what ſhe ei- 
ther likes or diſlikes. Young Perſons of your Sex are 
always ſtrictly remarked at Table, and from their Be- 
haviour there a Judgment 1s formed of their Educa- 
tion and Conduct. Above all things never indulge in. 
; kigh Diſhes, rich Sauces, or ſtrong Liquors of. any 
| kind, which only ſerve to overcharge the Body wh 


noxious 
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noxious Humours, and impair the Vigour and Viva- 
city of the Mind, and are equally Foes both to good 
Health and good Senſe. ' There is one Error more, 
Madam, which I beg leave to caution you againſt 
under this Article, which is the Aﬀectation of a nice 
and refined Palate. This betrays Whim and Caprice, 
and is a falſe Delicacy ariſing from the Vanity of being 
diſtinguiſhed from other People. It is an Indiſcretion 
which your Sex are extremely liable to, and yet is a 
| Diſeaſe they might eaſily cure themſelves of, it being 
ſeated only in the Imagination. One pretends an i- 
vincible Averſion to ſuch a Diſh ; another can't ſee a 
Cat or a Mouſe but they muſt preſently beans Fitz = 
Things which have nothing at all offenſive in them, 
but what i is created by their fantaſtical Humour. ” 


of Behaviour at As$EMBLIPS, Obs, 1 5 
* and PLAvs. | : 


me Fe POR NER 8 over, ad. the ns Buſi- Rs 
ness of the Tea-Table gone through, do me 
Fc the Honour, Madam, to let me gallant you 
. to the Aſſembly, Opera, Play, or ſome other of the 
: publick Diverſions ; where, not to compliment my- 
{elf, I would requeſt you never to be ſeen but in the 
beſt of Company, and when you are invited by Per- 
ſons whom it would be Ill- manners to refuſe. Your 
Buſineſs in going to an Aſſembly is to accompany 
your Friends, meet your Acquaintance, obſerve how 
others dance, and dance as well as you can yourſelf ; 
however, as it may give occaſion to Interviews and | 
: Addreſſes of a more re particular nature, you ought to 
carry 


1 


When you are at a Play I would not have you fancy 
that, becauſe you are in a Place where People go 
only for Diverſion, you may be under leſs Reſtraint 


than any where elſe; not that I am againſt your ap- 
pearing pleaſed and diverted at ſeeing the Vices and 
| Follies of Mankind well repreſented, and wittily 
1 idicule Am good Comedy; for it would be abſurd 
and conceited in you to aſſume an Air of Gravity 
and Reſerve whilſt every body elſe was laughing 
round you; but only take care to remember the 1 
Part you ought to perform yourſelf; indulge 21 - 
vely Mirth for a while if you pleaſe, but without 
Clamour or Extravagance, taking care at the ſamg 
time that Purity and Modeſty rs 2228 to 8 


”my governing Principles. = 
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de r, Madam, is ſo neceſſary a faſhionable 
. 2 Accompliſhment, that though we can't prac- | 
WES © Y tiſe it without the Loſs cieker of our Time 
or our Money, yet *tis neceſſary to give into it under 
proper Regulations; you might elſe be as well out of 
the World. When you are obliged, therefore, to be 
2 ngaged 1 in this manner, preſerve yourſelf free from 
all Paſſion, as well as Exceſs. You need not be told 
that we always judge of the Temper of a Perſon from 
What we ſee of it at Play: A Perſon naturally cove- 
tous or Paſſionate, upon the leaſt Loſs betrays him- 
ſelf; Nature immediately peeps through the Veil, and 


the Tongue re reveals the real Motions. of the Heart. 


Reſolve 
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curry a great deal of Precaution along with you, and 
arm yourſelf with all your Wiſdom and Diſcretion. 


3 
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| Reſolve with yourſelf for this reaſon, never to play 
deep, to prevent your being in the leaſt affected by 


what you may either loſe or win, or in ſpite of any 
Contradiction of Luck, as it is call'd, your laying 


aſide that Harmony and Evenneſs of Temper which 


you are ſo remarkable Arn Madam, n all other 79 5 
Occaſions. 5 
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| Of Su1.p-ConvenSATION. 
Avr xo thus, Madam, attended you thro 

& all the publick Places, and made one with 
I you in every Company or Party you can be 


f ſuppoſed ever to be engaged 1 in, 1 think it time to 
retire, and leave you. Learn, Madam, to endure being 
alone, and to converſe with yourſelf; in order to ſuc- 

cCceed in which you have nothing to do, but to furniſh 

- yourſelf with virtuous and laudable Employment. 


; Idle Perſons and Fools are obliged to have perpetual . 


Recourſe to other People for Converſation, becauſe 5 
they can t be in any wr c ſo bad as their own. 


// Goo D-N A TURE and CHAR I TY. 


20057 H AVE but one more Word to lay to you, 


8 


222 a and Charity, Qualities which lay 


claim to the higheſt Eſteem, though, to the Scandal 
of Human Nature, and the Misfortune of the World, 
they meet with the leaſt. Good-nature, Sweet Lady, 

will reflect a Luſtre on every other Perfection you are 

Miſtreſs of, and caſt any little Foible you may be ſub- 
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| 155 fe s ; into: Shade, 

enchanting Pilpaſazon : a young . can a poſſibly be 
Z 8 poſſeſſed of, an Ornament of Grace upon ber Head, and 
© 4 Chain about her Neck. Pity, Compaſſion and Bene- | 
4 violence, with all-the Claſs of the tender and more re- 
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Fair, and would make one think they were appointed Fu 
Stewards and Almoners for Heaven to diſpenſe the 
Bleſſings of its Providence to the Creation. The 
. Exertiſe of Humanity is 4 fair Indication of a truly 
1 25 poliſhed and dignified Mind, and is the moſt ſhining 
Privilege and Diſtinction of Fortune and Grandeur. 
i 5 Birth, Riches, and Health, and all the other Advan- 
tages you enjoy, in Excluſion of Millions below 
you, would loſe half their Splendor and Value, if 
not turned to ſuccour, redreſs and reform. But 1 
am growing too ſerious, and you'll fancy preſently, 8 
5 Madam, that I have tranſported Lg at once from — 
5 the Play-houſe to Church. = 
l T have thus, fair Lady, made. 3 Trial myſelf of LS 


wa Goodneſs of your Nature by treſpaſſing ſo long = | 


ſom of all irkſom Things, to fit for your Picture; 

' tho? indeed I have only given the Outlines at laſt, : 
being quite unequal to the Task of finiſhing the A 
Portrait. However I hope I have ſucceeded fo far, 
as that others may” be able to form from it a E 15 
ble Notion of true Politeneſs, and the ſeveral De- 
voirs of Life requiſite in a young Lady of your 
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; Condition, and become like you, Madam, 
i T to Boe, their Neighbour, and 7. bene. | 
„* 
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upon it, and obliging you, which is the moſt irk. 
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_ fined Paſſions, ſeem to be the-peculiar Property of the 4 
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